
of the.introduction in the last two months - the
story of the birth of Jesus. And-we'll hear the con-
clusion during Holy Week, (I don't want to spoil
the ending for you, but Jesus dies and rises again.)
In the middle are five books ..

Each book hils two parts - a story and a speech.
The Gospel for next Sunday comes from the story
part of the first book. The speech which follows it
is perhaps the most famous speech ever recorded in
human history, the Sermon on the Mount. We'll
hear several passages from it before Lent begins
next month.

Normally on the Sunday after Epiphany we cel-
ebrate the Baptism of the Lord and hear that Gos-
pel story. This year the baptism gets squeezed over
to a weekday because Christmas falls on a Mon-
day. The feast will be back on' Sunday next year.

Matthew revea/s Jesus' ministry"
THE STOCKINGS are hung in the closet

with care, and we've all settled down to a
long winter's Ordinary Time.

We're now getting our first non-Christmas look
at Matthew's Gospel this year. Each year the Sun-
day scriptures highlight
one of the first three
Gospels; 1996 features
Matthew. Advent and
Christmas have already
brought excerpts from
his story of Jesus' birth.
Lent and Easter will turn
toJohn'sGospel. But all
through the rest of the
year, beginning next
Su-nday,we flip through
.the pages of Matthew
from start to finish. We
won't hear every verse,
but we'll hear the most
important parts in the
same sequence Matthew
followed.
Just who was Matthew? No one knows for sure:

In fact, we don't even know his name. The first
copies Ofthe Gospels circulated for several genera-
tions before someone attached the names of some
authors to them. Matthew appears as a tax-collec-
tor called by Jesus (Mt 9:9) and in the list of the
twelve apostles 00:3), but nowhere does the Gos-
pel itself imply that he is the same figure who wrote
the text. -

THE STORY for next Sunday (4:12-23)
basically a.nswers the question, "How did
Jesus get started?" Matthew answers it

several ways:
• The influence of John the Baptist. Jesus picks

up where John left off. He learned from John, was
baptized by John, left Nazareth for Galilee to fill
John's shoes when Herod had him arrested, and
proclaimed the same message as John (3:2): "Re-
pent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."

• The fulfillment of prophecy. According to
Matthew, Jesus gets his start almost by destiny.
Isaiah had foretold that the people in Zebulun and
Naphtali by the sea, blinded in the darkness of the
Gentiles living there, would see a great light (Is 9:1-
2, cf. the first reading). Matthew believes Jesus

COULD THE WRITER have been the fulfills that prophecy. (He's stretching -
taxcollector? It's not too likely. Schol- Capernaum lay in ancient Naphtali, but not in
ars tell us that the Gospel was composed Zebulun, and Isaiah's sea was the Mediterranean,

80 A.D., and that the writer incorporated not the Sea of G-aiilee, but we overlook those de-
all of Mark's Gospel, adding some other tails.) " ..

material at hand. It's as if somebody took a short • The call of followers. Jesus.begins his minis-
story and-expandedit by a few chapters. If the-writer --try .\:Vi:1:h-tti,t;.-h~lP'::.ofsomefriends+ In fact-Peter,
of this Gospel had been the tax-collector, an eye- "James, and John-will all become key players --:- a
witness to Jesus, he wouldn't have needed Mark's sort ofIeadership team among the others. .
Gospel to get started. . • A_foreshadowing of Jesus' future ministry.
Still, this Gospel is a wonderful testament to the Matthew explains the beginning of Jesus' ministry

activity of Jesus and the faith of the early Church. with a summary of what he'll be doing: teaching,
Although our bibles divide Matthew into 28 proclaiming, and curing. So we see in the first story

chapters, Matthew himself had a different division the hint of what will follow in all the others. Q
. in mind..His Gospel is a collection of five books in .
two parts each, with an introduction and a conclu- " Father Paul Turner is pastor of St. John Francis
sion to the whole work. We've already heard parts Regis Parish; Kansas City.
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