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I. The Joy of the Gospel





Households of Believers

❖ “I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized anyone 
else.”!

❖ 1 Corinthians 1:16
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Households of Believers

❖ “Crispus, the official of the 
synagogue, became a believer 
in the Lord, together with all 
his household; and many of the 
Corinthians who heard Paul 
became believers and were 
baptized.”!

❖ Acts of the Apostles 18:8
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Households of Believers
❖ “A certain woman named Lydia, a 

worshiper of God, was listening to 
us; she was from the city of 
Thyatira and a dealer in purple 
cloth. The Lord opened her heart 
to listen eagerly to what was said 
by Paul. When she and her 
household were baptized, she 
urged us, saying, ‘If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come and stay at my home.’ 
And she prevailed upon us.”!
❖ Acts of the Apostles 16:11-15
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Households of Believers

❖ “Now there was a royal official 
whose son lay ill in 
Capernaum. . . . He himself 
believed, along with his whole 
household.”!

❖ John 4:46b, 53b
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Households of Believers
“[After the earthquake unfastened the 
prisoners’ chains,] the jailer called for 
lights, and rushing in, he fell down 
trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he 
brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?’ They 
answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ They spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. At the same hour of the night he 
took them and washed their wounds; 
then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay.” - Acts of the 
Apostles 16:29-33
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Households of Believers

“While Peter was still speaking 
[to the household of Cornelius] 
the Holy Spirit came down on all 
the listeners.… ‘Could anyone 
refuse the water of baptism to 
these people, now they have 
received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?’” - Acts of the Apostles 
10:44, 47

13



Points of Conversion

❖ Charismatic Minister!

❖ Charismatic convert!

❖ Experience in spirituality!

❖ Life-changing event!

❖ illness!

❖ [super]natural forces!

❖ the Holy Spirit
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1. The joy of the gospel 
fills the hearts and lives 
of all who encounter 
Jesus. Those who accept 
his offer of salvation are 
set free from sin, sorrow, 
inner emptiness and 
loneliness. With Christ 
joy is constantly born 
anew.



3. I invite all Christians, 
everywhere, at this very 
moment, to a renewed 
personal encounter with 
Jesus Christ, or at least an 
openness to letting him 
encounter them; I ask all of 
you to do this unfailingly 
each day. No one should 
think that this invitation is 
not meant for him or her.



11. Whenever we make the 
effort to return to the source 
and to recover the original 
freshness of the Gospel, new 
avenues arise, new paths of 
creativity open up, with 
different forms of expression, 
more eloquent signs and words 
with new meaning for today’s 
world. Every form of authentic 
evangelization is always “new”.



84. The joy of the Gospel is 
such that it cannot be taken 
away from us by anyone or 
anything (cf. Jn 16:22). The 
evils of our world – and 
those of the Church – must 
not be excuses for 
diminishing our commitment 
and our fervour. Let us look 
upon them as challenges 
which can help us to grow.



What brings you joy?

Who are the people whose 
presence fills you with joy? 

What events do you most 
look forward to? 

At which places do you like 
to be? 

What does this say about 
you?



II. The Mission of the Church





Lent Sunday Gospels
❖ 1st and 2nd Sundays: Temptation 

and Transfiguration!
❖ 3rd, 4th and 5th Year A: Samaritan 

woman, Man born blind, Raising 
of Lazarus!
❖ Year B: John on the glorification 

of Christ through Cross and 
Resurrection (Temple, 
Nicodemus, wheat)!

❖ Year C: Luke/John on 
conversion (Fig tree, Prodigal 
Son, adulterous woman)
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Lent Sunday Readings

❖ OT History of Salvation - proper to the catechesis of 
Lent!

❖ 2nd readings provide a connection with others when 
possible
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Lent Sunday Readings - Year A

Gen: creation, sin Rom: sin v grace Matt: Temptation

Gen: call of Abraham 2 Tim: appearance of 
Christ Matt: Transfiguration

Ex: thirst in the desert Rom: God’s love poured Jn: Woman at well

1 Sam: David as king Eph: Christ will give light Jn: Man born blind

Ez: opening graves Rom The One who raised 
Christ will give you life Jn: Lazarus
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Lent Sunday Readings - Year B

Gen: Noah 1 Pet: Flood prefigures 
baptism Mark: Temptation

Gen: sacrifice of Abraham Rom: God did not spare 
his only Son Mark: Transfiguration

Ex: Commandments 1 Cor: proclaim Christ 
crucified, wisdom of God Jn: cleansing Temple

2 Chron: exile and 
liberation

dead in transgressions, 
saved by grace (Eph)

Jn: Nicodemus - God sent 
the Son to save the world

Jer: new covenant Heb: the Son suffered Jn: grain of wheat
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Lent Sunday Readings - Year C

Deut: confession of faith Rom: confess and believe Lk: Temptation

Gen: covenant with 
Abraham Phil: changing our bodies Lk: Transfiguration

Ex: burning bush 1 Cor: rock was Christ Jn: fig tree

Joshua: the Promised 
Land

2 Cor: be reconciled to 
God Jn: Prodigal Son

Is: God brings life to 
desert Phil: what lies ahead Jn: Adulterous woman
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264. The primary 
reason for evangelizing 
is the love of Jesus 
which we have 
received, the 
experience of salvation 
which urges us to ever 
greater love of him.



12. Though it is true that 
this mission demands 
great generosity on our 
part, it would be wrong to 
see it as a heroic 
individual undertaking, for 
it is first and foremost the 
Lord’s work, surpassing 
anything which we can 
see and understand.



27. I dream of a “missionary 
option”, that is, a missionary 
impulse capable of 
transforming everything, so that 
the Church’s customs, ways of 
doing things, times and 
schedules, language and 
structures can be suitably 
channeled for the 
evangelization of today’s world 
rather than for her self-
preservation.



What is your mission?

As a member of the 
body of Christ, how do 
you exercise your 
mission? 

Does your service bring 
you joy? 

Why or why not?



III. Equipping Us for Mission





 It is a time of evangelization: faithfully and 
constantly the living God is proclaimed and 
Jesus Christ whom he has sent for the 
salvation of all. Thus those who are not yet 
Christians, their hearts opened by the Holy 
Spirit, may believe and be freely converted to 
the Lord and commit themselves sincerely to 
him. For he who is the way, the truth, and the 
life fulfils all their spiritual expectations, 
indeed infinitely surpasses them.[RCIA 36]



42 The prerequisite for making this first step 
is that the beginnings of the spiritual life and 
the fundamentals of Christian teaching have 
taken root in the candidates. Thus there must 
be evidence of the first faith that was 
conceived during the period of evangelization 
and precatechumenate and of an initial 
conversion and intention to change their lives 
and to enter into a relationship with God in 
Christ.



Consequently, there must also be evidence of 
the first stirrings of repentance, a start to the 
practice of calling upon God in prayer, a sense 
of the Church, and some experience of the 
company and spirit of Christians through 
contact with a priest or with members of the 
community. The candidate should also be 
instructed about the celebration of the 
liturgical rite of acceptance.



160. the first proclamation 
also calls for ongoing 
formation and 
maturation…. we have 
been entrusted with a 
treasure which makes us 
more human and helps us 
to lead a new life. There is 
nothing more precious 
which we can give to 
others.



24. Evangelization with joy 
becomes beauty in the 
liturgy, as part of our daily 
concern to spread goodness. 
The Church evangelizes and 
is herself evangelized 
through the beauty of the 
liturgy, which is both a 
celebration of the task of 
evangelization and the 
source of her renewed self-
giving.



What equips you for mission?

Are you a better 
minister today than you 
were one year ago? Ten 
years ago? How? 

What has made you 
better?



IV. Spreading Christ’s Joy in Love 
and Service





MISSION

The Dismissal at Mass 

The word “mass” 

The closing hymn 

Leaving as a body

!41



“Will you accept 
children lovingly from 
God and bring them up 
according to the law of  
Christ and the 
Church?”

!42



“It will be your duty to 
bring him (her) up to 
keep God’s 
commandments as 
Christ taught us, by 
loving God and our 
neighbor. Do you 
clearly understand what 
you are undertaking?”

!43



Inviting people to 
events 

Know what’s going 
on 

Think about people 
who should be there 

Measure “success” by 
invitations extended

!44



Inquiring about church 
membership 

Do you have a 
church? 

Did something 
happen to your faith? 

Can you join me at 
church this Sunday?

!45



24. An evangelizing community 
gets involved by word and 
deed in people’s daily lives; it 
bridges distances, it is willing 
to abase itself if necessary, 
and it embraces human life, 
touching the suffering flesh of 
Christ in others. Evangelizers 
thus take on the “smell of the 
sheep” and the sheep are 
willing to hear their voice.



88. the Gospel tells us 
constantly to run the risk of 
a face-to-face encounter 
with others, with their 
physical presence which 
challenges us, with their 
pain and their pleas, with 
their joy which infects us in 
our close and continuous 
interaction.



180. Both Christian 
preaching and life, 
then, are meant to 
have an impact on 
society.



266. Unless we see [Jesus] 
present at the heart of our 
missionary commitment, our 
enthusiasm soon wanes and 
we are no longer sure of 
what it is that we are 
handing on; we lack vigour 
and passion. A person who is 
not convinced, enthusiastic, 
certain and in love, will 
convince nobody.



120. In virtue of their 
baptism, all the members of 
the People of God have 
become missionary disciples 
(cf. Mt 28:19). All the 
baptized, whatever their 
position in the Church or 
their level of instruction in 
the faith, are agents of 
evangelization.… So what 
are we waiting for?



How do you spread joy?

How do you think 
people best experience 
your love? 

Who are the primary 
beneficiaries of your 
service? 

Are you joyful?


