Stories about the fiood have meditated on how much people
can do if they pull together. Giving an hour here or a dc%r&fgwpun?
there hes really made a difference for victims. Sometimes 1f we

have wn deni¥fiable enemy, we discover our Unity . ™ POFPE L rength
o1 nature nas revealed the wermness of ?mn‘ax“m‘ "Lm*{ with each
person doing wha‘t.ever he or she ca MM‘%’M acles nave happened.

The miracile story in today’'s gospel may aiso he a case of
cacn person dc 1n% whatever he oOr shn can. Some people belileve
that Jesu; did no really multiply icaves at all. Rather, once
ne and the apos tLPS shared what little they had, they ins i
sthers to do the same, and the crowd realized theyr had plenty
“ood if only they shared. Matthew never really says how &ai
those loaves appeared: He savs the apostles passed around the
five loaves, and he savs that evervone had enough to eat, but
whether it was these or S0OMe other breads 1s not ciear. Either
wvay, it's a great miracle, whether detohvesically multipiied
ioaVes or inspired people to share.

rries can surround us ljke flocdwaters. We can't see the

wayv out of relationships we’'re 1in, declisions wp regret, or bad
hanits we’'ve formed. Some of these flocds we ‘ve brought on

ocurseives, others are handed to us in the riverbeds of 11 . The
worset soiution is te do nothing, to sit back and left our p*ob ems

-

increase with each new rainfall. Satisfaction generally comes
from doing what we can--giving what energy, what time, whatl
resources we have, even if it's only a little bit. We don’'t have
to sangoag rur,qorries on the first day, we just nave to do our
part. \MiéﬁV“ﬁ% make us teel better about ourselives, it may in-
spire others to do the same, Or ﬁimiusv mav be enough to feed
multitude and bring us peaub.
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