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I can still remember a high school friend of mine saying, i
don’t see how anvbodv can believe in the Bible. It's filled with
contradictions.” 1 never could get him to tell me exactly wheare
those contradictions were, 30 I never believed him. But if he
were to walk into church this morning, I’'d have to tell him. "You
were right after all. And todav's Gospel is a perfect example.”

For starters, Jesus savs, '1 have come not to abolish the
ifaw, but to fulfiil it. Not the smallest letter of the law, rnot
the smallest part of a letter, shall be done away with." There
were 613 laws in the 0Old Testament. They included love God and
love yvour neighbor, but also rules about the sacrifice ¢f bulls,
the impurity of menstruous women, and the necessgiiy of circumci-
sion. No Christian church follows alili those laws. St. Pauli savs
the law does not justify us; faith does {Gal 2); and that the
righteousness of God nhas been revealed apart from the law {Rom 3,
21j). Further, Jesus himzelitf repeatedly disobeyed the law by
healing on the sabbath and eating with people whom the law
uncliean. Did that Jesus realliy sgayv, Noit the mmaliest
letter of the low will be done away with™? I{ so, he contradiots

part of a

himself.

Later on in tThe sams ps Jesus takes up divorcs.
prophiet Malachi had warned married people fto remain faithful
i6i. But Deuterocuomy permitted diveorce. and gave some direcitio

Uy

for it 24, 1-43. St. Paul asked Christians noil Lo separate {1
Cor 7. 1} } but acgmita that it happens. In Mark 3 tosp
Jesus et no one separate what god has jolued.’ 3

Case i«
remarriage is adultery, but "lewd conduct’ 13 a
No one knows what “lewd conduct’ means here, but
the Jesius of Matthew' s Gespel admits theres are exce
the Jesus of Mark' s Gospel sald about divoros

So, 1'd like to ignore all this and talk about Valenline's
Day. After all, it’s a peolitically corvect celebration of a
Christian feast. The preblem is we don't know exactly who
tine was. His burial piace liess north of Rome, so we think hes
was a priest martvred around the vear 270. But 60 miles awayv and
a centurv or so later the people of Terni claimed Valentine was

sed. fut 1n Matthew, Jesus save disvorce 135 adultsr:

their bishop. Well, mavbe yves, mavbe no. All we veally know is
that somebodv named Valentine died. An old legend <laims that
the first birds of spring mated on February 14, which happened to

be the dav the rest of us whe were ncet mating celebrated St.
Valentine's Dav. All the roses and chocoliates have more tc do
with zoologyv than the history of 53t. Valentine.

I wish the Bible were neat. I wish history wags clear.
Contradictions and ambisuity obscure understanding. But that’'s
the way it is with relationships., Love is not neat. Love is not
clear. Contradictions and ambiguity fill every reliationship
that'’s important to us. Faith, like love, is a matter of the
heart. Once we believe the lnconsistencies don’t matter as much,
hecause the heart knows as much as the mind. We asked my aunt
once how she was able to teach high school students for 50 vears,
Even parents don’t have to live with high school students for 350
rears. She said, "I’'ve learned to overlock a let.” And we do
too, every time we fail in love,
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