The five of us from 3t. Regis travelling te El Salvador las
veelk are anxious to tell vou about the tr*n, but for now I Just
want vou to know that we broadened the relationship with our
remarkable sister parish, Cemunidad Ita Maura, and we strength-
ened ourselves as a community of pilgrims, We shared stories, w
shared luggage, we shared snacks. we shared money. Often we
slept in the same room; we surrendered our privacy, but we en-
hanced our compassion. The people of ITta Maura inspired us with
their hospitality, their simplicity, and their care for each
member of the communit

The sharing that we saw and the sharing that we lived fit
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well with the sharing which marks St. Regis Parish. We share one

building: church. school, offices, meeting rooms, athletic and

recreational space. We share one faith: praving at Mass, serving

the needy here and far awav, educating, and counseling those
burdened with the sorrows cof 1life. Wwe share one neighborhood: &
netghborhood of wmany incomes, races, and cresds. wnd we share
one set of valuess: the value of human Lite. 'he vailue of Lruth.

and the value of servic

Naturally, becauss we share sc much, we aj"
material szoods, $1,300,000 a yvear. You wouldn’t think to
around this church that folks like us can do that, but we Ccan,
hecause we share things that matter: our faith, our values, our
huilding, and our income.
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o share our

Again this vear I thank vou who pledge vour support and ful-

111l vour pledge. It’s vou who permit us to bury the dead, to
educate children, to congratulate the newly married, and to have
fun as a Christian community. Some oif you can give only a i1it-
tie, but vou do so lovingiv. Many of you do not pledge--for
various reascns, You don’t want to be committed, vou think you
can’'t afford charity, you're angry at us beraU“e we didn’'t servs

vou welil when vou needed us most. If vou don't pledge, I beg vo:
a

to think this through. Unwillingness to pledge usually signals

poorly committed faith. Most who do not pledge do not serve the

church in other wavs either. They take the benefits frcm a
erved
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narish without :harfnﬁ its m ion. If that'’'s yvou--we=ve
vou po ozl» because &Eﬁ&%&gﬁzééig §Mat church is about. It s

anout rGCQ1v1ng, but 1t’'s about giving.
Before we left Comunidad Ita Maura last week we gave a
donation to the people for their hospitality. The president o
the community looked arcund the room at what he had cffered us
padded mats stretched out on the concrete floor of their new
kindergarten, no drinkable water, no hot water, no indoor plumb-
ing, an outhouse f{ifty feet away, an outdoor shower for women
several hundred feet awav, and an outdoor shower for men thou-
sands of feet further, home-ccoked meals three times a day, but
alwavs the same menu: beans, rice, eggs, and tortillas. Rolando
looked at the 5335 we gave him for our two nights, and he said,
"We cannct accept this as payment for ocur hospitality, but we do
accept it as a gift of your friendship.” That's the spirit of
vour pledge today. it’s not a pavment for services you may or
nav not have received. Tt’s not like paving for dry c¢leaning,
watermelon, o1 a balligame. It's a gift. In 'hqring our giit we
reveal who we ars: a living Christian commun
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