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What makes this story all the more gripping is ithe honesty
with which Matthew tells 1it. Whenever we tell the greatest
stories of our lives, we like to tell how virtuous we were
under the tragic story of the death of Jesus lies the snocki
truth of how unvirtuous the apostles were: Judas betravs Jesus,
collects money for it. and hangs himself in despair, Peter
disbelieves the prediction of his denial, fallsz as.eep with two
other disciples when Jesus prays in agony, watches the trial when
false witnesses testify, and finally denies Christ three times.
One of the apostles takes up a sword and chops off an enemiy’'s
ear—--a tutile gesture of defense. And as a group, the apostlies
are no better: When Jesus anncunces that one of them will betray
him, they all ask, "Is it I," as if they kncew theyv’'ve done it
bhefore. When Peter savs he would never deny Jesus, all the
disciples agree. And when Jesus is finally arrested in the
arden, theyv all abandon him and flee. When people tell a =
uf this magnitude, vou espect them to doctor it up., but Mat
teils 1t like 1t 13:; the disciplies blew 1t.

At our pancake breakfast this {tomorrow! morning the i
us who traveled to El 3alvador last week will be LHJLII% VO
stories of our trip, and the proceeds from the breakfast will all
benefit Comunidad Ita Maura. I'm going to tell one story up here
becuase 1t reminds me so much of the apostles in the paszsion
today. The Salvadorans we visited are poor farmers, members oif a
sceial c¢lass who have little property and power, but whose
numbers are sco large that the government persecuted them during a
civil war to frighten them from trving to change the systen.

,000 Salvadorans were killed in the confliict, many of ithem
family members of friends of the people in cur sister parish, wheo
filed to a refugee camp 1in another country, Honduras, where they
lived in exiie for two and a half yvears. They’ve been howme two
vyears now and the guns have fallen silent. Te thank us for our
visit they gave us a gift: a plague honoring their dead. What
shocked us was how they decorated the rlagque: naxt to the in-
scription thev affixed the broken shaft of a gun. Not the shaf:
of an enemy’'s gun to remind us how badly they were persecuted,
but the shaft of one of their own guns, to coenfess to uz that
they sinned in this confliict as well.

Like the apostles in the storyv of the passion, our friends
in E! Salvador did not sugarcoat their responsibiiity for the
tragedy. They told the truth, so we would know who thex
were--the sins of their past and their resclve for the fuiture.

We don’t like to tell the truth about our past; often we hide the
truth frowm ourselves, but when we admit we’'re wrong we can grow,
and help others grow by our example.
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