mamidst all the grim news about the war, I welcoms the cover-
age about religion. Peaple praved 1n churchaes and spoke to the
media openly about their faith. Driving through town this weesk [
noticed a sjqn that said, "Prav for World Peace."” It hung on &
local Burger King where they usually post the price of a whopper.
It s fittingh FPrayer 1s thes price for a whopper of a war

In crisis, peopls Lu.n to God. We all do 1t. We oiray whan

sgedy hits us--whether 1t's war, sickness, death, or not having

a date on Fraday night.
all do 1t, but why? Why do we pray when things go wrong.
since we irairely gst God to change things arcund?
v ' s readings give usg btwe wonderful stories about turning
One about a boy asleep in church, the other about the
first followers of Jesus.,

In the Gospel, Jesus Tirst appears 1n public. John the
Baptist nudges his disciples to check him out. Mow, thelr whole
conversation with Jesus takc« about ten words, but 1t bursts with
anticipation. Jesus asks, "What do vou want?" They ask, "Where
do oyou live?”  and he savs, "Come and see.” They do. They turn

to God.

The first reading 18 about a kid asleep in the temple. He
hears a wvoilce calling his name, Samual. Me dossn’t know about
sod--he hasn’t gone to school of religion. S50 he approachss Sli
the priest and asks, "What do you want?" You notice how time
have changsd. People rarely confusse the voice of God with tﬂw
volice of a priest. But recently a toddler here at $t. Regis
pointed me out to her grandmother and saild, "That's Jesuz . I
was Tlattered until the grandmother told me the little girl was
surprised becauss she was expecting somsone taller.

Aanyway, Samuel asks the priest. "What do vou want?”  and he
kesps telling the boy to be guiet and go back to bed. This has
not changed: Sometil mes priests are pretity denss. &But Eli finallwy
TlJUF s out that it’'s God, and tells Samuel, "Whern vou hear that

olice, sav these words: "Speak, Lord, vour servant 1a
1i$taningu’” Angd Samuel turns to God.
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Why do peopls pray, especlally in time of corisis? I both
zioirisgs today, people turn Lo Sod not on thelr own., bub as 2
FESDONSE . God calls Samuel by name; Jesus asks the disciples

what thsy want. Then they turin.

In time of need we turn to God. It's as natural
up the phone. But it'sg not to dial a number: it's b
ohone 1s ringing. IT we turn to God, God has already
us: he's already begun the conversation.

I we re down becauss GQ” dogsn't do what we want, we may be
looking too much at what comes atter our pravaer and not enough at
what comes before. Befors we pray, Sod spsaks to us, Friendship
with God offers the psace we sesk.




