I once asked a group of kids if there was anything kids do
better than adults, and vou know what they saild? “Play." It
impresses me to see adults play with kids because it’s a good

thing, though we can always come up with an excuse not to do it.

Good excuses don’t always make good decisions. Just because
there are good reasons not to do something, doesn’t mean there
aren’t better reasons to do it.

Take Peter, Tor example. When Peter mests Jesus today,
Jesus invites him to discipleship. But bsfore he says ves, Peter
poses three. excuses. Three times in the story he has good resa-

sons not to follow Christ. _
First is when Jesus asks to get into Peter’s boat, while
Peter mends his nets. Jesus needs to get away from shore so the

crowd can hear his volce. Could Peter mend his nets later and
help out? Peter had a great excuse. He could have said, "No,
T’m busy." And he was. He was~doing what fishers do when

they’re not fishing; he was getting ready to fish again. But, he
agreses: "I’m a fisher, not a chauffer, but I’11l do it.”

His second chance came after Jesus® spesch. Jesus said to
Peter, "You want fish? Try over there." The second excuse
creeps onto Peter’s lips. “We tried that. They are no fish
today." It’s a good sxcuss. Pater was experienced. But he
humors Jesus. “If it’1ll make vou happy, we’ll try again.”" Thay
try, and the catch was so great it nearly burst the nets and sank
the boats. Peter must have been happy to see and smell those

fish, but I’'m sure it upset him to start mending the nets all
over agaj" n N N g S T P e e e B . - . an

This mir4EcPe” presented Peter With hifsaherd i lemme.
he follow Christ or does he go away? Ha offers his third and
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greatest excuse. "Lord, I am not worthy of you. Go away Trom
me." Again, it’s a good excuse. It’s so good that Peter cannot
aovercome it alone. Jesus must reassure him. "Don’t be afraid.
I will help vou." Peter reflects on his excuses: I'm busy; I
tried that; I’m not worthys Then he leaves everything

behind-~-all his excuses--and follows after Jesus.

There's always a good excuse not to play with the kids, not
to exercise, not to volunteer, not to read a book, not to propose
marriage. But as Peter learned, good excuses don’t always make
good décisions. : :




