The crisis in the Persian Gulf has reachsed its elsventh
aur . Aand nobody wants this endgame. People debate what 1is
right and wrong, because to me it's not clear what is the "right
aation“AFor our country to take.

e #FEepoints are clear: First is that the aggression of
Irag against Kuwailt must be condemned. No moral system approves
such a capture of one country by another. A second clear polint
is that evervone wants peacs. War would result in the waste of
natural resources, widespread Tamine, and the i1rreplacesable loss
af human life on both sides of the conflict. No ong wants that.

The bilggest debate is over how to achieve a just pesace.
Should it come through sanctions or should it come through wvio-
lance? The Catholic Church, in statements by Pope Jonn Paul and
by the bishops of the United States, has repesatedly askesd for
neace through sanctions. The Church has taught that war can be
theoretically Jjustified, but only as a last resort, and that's
what's unclear: Have we [iried svery other means? Sanctions by
their nature take time to be effe@tiyﬁy Have we tried them long
anough? ft*sﬂ%ﬂ%fﬂfm%~%ewme;ﬁudrdﬁgﬁﬁ

Ironically, this guestion of war comes when the Church 13
celebrating its feast of pesace, Christmas. Today, the Baptism of
the Lord, closes the Christmas season in the Church.

Baptism marks the beginning of Jesus’ public life and pro-
claims who he is. John the Baptist says Jesus is "ons mors
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powerful than I." The voice from the heavens calls him "the Son
in whom I am well-pleased.” The first letter of John calls huim
“"the congueror of the world.” That title might alarm both George

Bush and Saddam Hussein. These titles tell us at the beginning
of his ministry what to sxpect from Jesus. Later, he calms the
storm, he walks on water, he multiplies loaves and Tish, he hesals
the sick, raises the dead to life, and is himself raised from the
dead. By the end of the Gospel, there’'s no doubt that Jesus is
the powerful one, that Jesus is the congueror of the world.

That's why I beliesve that progress for peace in the Gulf
belongs to us who believe in Jesus. It’s imperative that we pray
for peace to the one with powear to grant it. As a church, prayer
18 our field of expertise. The world needs us now.

I also believe that cur praver will be the more effective i
the life we live 1is marked by psace. We all suffer conflicts
with other people, with institutions, and with oursslves. Zome
We run away from, some we blow up at. We resort too quickly to
anger and violence instead of working for peace.

This week, as followers of Jesus Christ. and members of our
great Church, I hope we will commit ourselves to these two tasks:
prayver for peacs, and lives of peacs. We can make a diffearence
in the Gulf and at home.
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