We have a parishionsr here, a husband and father of several
kids, who told me his custom when he sits down to write checks.
He writes a check for electricity, for the house, for the car,
but before he pays a single bill, he writes his first check to
8t. Resgis Church. Mere’s a guy who belisves so much in charity
that it’s first on his list.

I promised vou this week I’d speak about the benefits of
tithing. First let me describe what I mean by a tiths. Tithe
means "tenth". In the 0ld Testament fTarmers would offer ons
tenth of their vield back to God. Many would give the first-
fruits, the first crop, or the first check to God. The church
still asks us to offer one tenth of our earnings--5% to our
parish, 1% to our diocese, and 4% to other charities. In a senss
a tithe is like a tax: it ensures that some personal monsy goss
for the common good. For example, I truly am pleased that there
is a tax on gasoline. As expensive as gas is, I'm glad they tax

every user so we can have safe roads and bridges. It benefits
society 1if we each do our part. A tithe differs, of course,
because it’s voluntary. When you Jjoin the church we give you a

baptismal certificats, not a 1040 form. Besides, we don’t have
the collectors or clout for tithes that the government has for
tax. But we don’t want them. We want people to feel the impor-
tance of giving. We want the gift to come from the heart. We
want vou to feel the risk, so vou can fesl the Jjoy.

Tithing benefits the tither and the tithee. You can psrson-
ally expect at least three bensefits from giving to the church.
And I’m not talking about services--I1 don’t mean the school,
waeddings, and the over 50 club. You saw all those in the video
last week? Wasn’t that a great presentation? I’m talking per-
sonal benefits that improve your character.

The first benefit is a strongser faith. It takes faith to
give to the church. We can spend Or save Qur money on many
things. It takes faith to believe that if I am generous to God,
God will be gensrous to me. But I’ve seen it happen and I’1ll bet
vou have too. 8St. Paul says God will not be outdone in generosi-
ty; after giving us Christ, he won’t withhold any other gift.

A second benefit is commitment. When vou contribute to St.
Regis Church you contribute to a parish, a school, and a nsigh-
borhood. This church symbolizes the security we all ssek.
Supporting St. Regis brings commitment to our neighborhood, and
commitment brings security.

A third benefit is peacefulness. Peacefulness comes from
ordinary things we do regularly: spending time with family,
fulfilling our chores around the home, prudently managing a
budget. By making vour tithe a part of vour budget vyou bring
peacefulness®to your way of life.® awl qspiat ‘Z

Last week our parish council spent hour$ with groups of
parishioners who wanted to know where we spend our money and why.
For example, they asked about our school. People love our
school: it enjovys tremendous support from the parish. We see the
school as one service offered by the parish. If a non-parishion-
er comes Tor school, we ask for tuition. But parishioners who
tithe receive all the services of the parish: the school, the

crafters, Wednesday night basketball. If yvou’re not a school
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apologize for that; our school makes our neighborhood strong now
and makes our church strong for the future. Our school builds up
our sense of community and mission. 80 if vou’re a parent whose
kids already graduated from here, our school still needs vyour
support; our school deserves the support of svery member.

Please check vyour mailbox tomorrow for this letter and this
card. Bring the card to Mass next wesekend. In past vears we’'ve
asked you to raiss vyour pledgs by 12% to help us pay Jjust sal-
aries. Now, all our wages are within diocesan guidelines. This
vear we’'re asking you to raise vour pledgs by 5%. I know ws have
people on Tixed income; I know we have folks who are unemploved;
I understand. But I also know we have pesople who don’t pledge.

I looked at some figures recently. The Mid-America Rﬁ%?ﬁﬁd%
Council of Kansas City Jjust sent out some data, includi the
avaerage household income for ssctors of the city. Last year the
average income for a housshold in St. Regis parish was $43,861.
8o I started dreaming. What if each household pledged 5%? We’d
average $2,193 per household. What if all 1500 houssholds on our
roster pledged 5% of their income? 0Our annual budget right now
is $1.3 million. If evervone did their part our budgset would be
$3.3 million. :

I’'m asking for vyour help. I’'m asking for vyour pledge.
Write that first check for 8t. Regis, and watch the benefits coms
for our parish and for vou.
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