A good friend of mine Jjust got laid off work this month.
Had no idea it was coming. In fact, he had just returned from a
business trip where he had concluded about a million dollars
worth of business for his company. When he got to his office a
neWw boss was there, who called him in around noon, told my friend
he was eliminating his position, and asked him to leave the
building immediately. MHe could come back at five and clean out
his desk. Sometimes life hits below the belt. We hate to admit
it, but security is only skin deep.

The warning Jesus gives his companions today is that kind of
a shocker. Someona from the chosen people asks if many will be
saved. This question comes from someone whose people have kept
the covenant with God for thousands of years. Descended from
Abraham and Sara, the chosen people felt secure. But Jesus
sarves notice: The gate to heaven) he says, is narrow. Watch
out. By five o’clock you could be history. Perhaps it was the
fear he saw on the faces of the crowd that made him conclude this
teaching with a kinder saying: People will come Ffrom the east
and the west, the north and the south, and will take their place
at the fTeast in the reign of God. The gate to the banguet hall
is narrow, but the room will be filled with gussts, like bugs in
your living room on a cool summer’s evening when you’ve Just
opened the window a crack. There’s hope--they’ll get in.

What keeps my unemployed friend going right now is his
priorities. Faith and family mean‘m@h@\g? him than job and boss.
It hurts to be fired, but he Knows that he is living trus to his
principles:; he also knows that with his own gualifications and
his support system there’s hope for him to find another Jjob.

The message Jesus gives today is both sobering and hopeful.
It’s sobering because being a Catholic makes people feel securs.
We've besen told we’re the one trug church. Sign up and you can
fesl as confident as an emploves who brings a million dollars a -
month to his business. It’s sobering to hear the gate is narrow.
But it’s hopeful to hear how many have passed through. Aand  we
will too, when our priorities are straight and when we put into
practice the faith we believe. .
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