(Tomorrow) November 8 marks a somber anniversary for St.
Regis Parish. Two young parishioners died on that date. 1In 1988
Matt Benyo, a student in our school, died on our playground from
respiratory complications, and in 1990 Leslie Whitehurse, a
recent graduate from O’Hara High, died in her home after a long
struggle with cancer. I find it hard to face the mystery of
death with the family and friends of a child who goes forth from
this life too soon.

So, reading this Gospel today, I get uneasy when the Sad-
ducees, who don’t believe in the resurrection, try proving to
Jesus that life after death would be absurd. For a few months
now we've been following Jesus Sunday after Sunday on his journey
from Galilee to Jerusalem. Today he arrives and heads straight
for the temple. We’'re near the end of Luke’s Gospel. Soon Jesus
will be arrested and put to death. So a question from the Sad-
ducees about death, coming at this moment in Jesus’ life, may
have made Jesus uneasy. Sadducees accepted only the first five
books of the Bible. The idea of resurrection was fairly new.

You can hear it in today's first reading from one of the last
books of the 0ld Testament, the second book of Maccabees. And
Jesus had not yet risen from the dead to help people understand
resurrection clearly. So confusion abounded. The Sadducees
could not imagine resurrection. In this life if a man dies, the
custom was for his brother to marry his widow. Aren’t you glad
the church didn’t carry over all the laws of the Old Testament?
Anyway, the Sadducees figure that in this life that works, but if
there’s a next life these husbands would all be alive at the same
time. And if a woman had seven successive husbands in this life,
how would all seven be her husband in the next? The Sadducees
think that childbearing is supposed to continue in the ressurec-

tion. Jesus could have teased them, saying, "Oh no, men will
bear children in the next life;" but he says simply childbearing
won’t be necessary: everyone rises as a child of God. Further,

he says, you Sadducees think that when you die it’s all over, but
since one of the first five books of the 0ld Testament calls God
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, after all three had long
been dead, even the Bible admits there’s life after death, so
chill out. It’s a good argument, and Jesus’ own resurrection
will close the case for him.

Death is a great mystery, and if we’ve ever lost a friend or
family member to a tragic youthful death we’d probably like to
stand Jesus up in the temple too and say, "Look, don’t talk about
resurrection. Talk about mercy. If God is supposed to be so
good, why do these things happen?” And I suppose Jesus would
answer, "I'd be glad to talk about mercy, but I have to talk
about resurrection. If there is no resurrection there is no
mercy, and the death of the young remains a great tragedy." The
mystery of death is deep, but the mystery of love runs deeper,
far beyond the grave and into the arms of God who beckons us no
matter how young, how poor, or how lonely we are when we cross
the sands of our time and stand at the shores of new life.
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