"Good Samaritan" is a term in English meaning anyone who
stops to help a stranger in need. In Kansas City we have a
support organization for persons with AIDS carrying that name.
The use of this term in common English speech shows how
powerfully this parable sticks in peoples’ minds.

Being a Good Samaritan is also something we warn people

against. Don’t pick up hitchhikers. Don’t open your door to
strangers. It’s dangerous; you take your life in your hands.
And I'm sure it was true at the time of Jesus, too. The priest

and the Levite followed that advice; they passed on the other
side of the road. Perhaps they feared danger; perhaps they were
repulsed; or perhaps they were in a hurry.

It’s dangerous to be charitable. Being charitable means
taking a stand; it opens us up to criticism for what we think is
right, or for being softhearted. I commend the people of St.
Regis for living dangerously. This is a charitable community.
You support your parish through regular contributions. You bring
food for the hungry in our area; Yyou brought Christmas toys for
the poor. You sent clothing to Yugoslavia, you helped a priest
in Uganda buy a truck. We twinned with Communidad Ita Maura in
El Salvador and sent representatives from our parish to visit
theirs. We're not perfect--we can always give more to the
parish, to the diocese, and to the poor--but on the whole we're
good; we’ve shown our care tfor people in need.

Today our social services council presents to us the

handmade banner from our new sister parish. It shows the
embroidered images of Ita Clark and Maura Ford. These American
missionaries served the church in El Salvador. They saw how the

government oppressed the poor tfarmers, so they preached hope. On
December 2, 1980 they and two other American church women were
tortured, raped, killed, and buried in a shallow grave. Charity
can be dangerous, but the peasants of El1 Salvador never forgot
the witness of these women.

Ita and Maura didn’t have to be Good Samaritans; no one
expected it. It was dangerous in Salvador.

It’s dangerous to be a Good Samaritan; we don’t have to do
it. But, many strangers out there are physically wounded,
emotionally wounded, and spiritually wounded. When we care for
them, we do the work of Christ.




