The last imstruction Jesus gave his spostles must  have
ssemed incrediblas “Go  out to the all the worid and tell  the
Good Mews." Can wou imagine this? Eleven @postles watch Jesus
azcend into the hsavensg thev think it’s over. But with no time
to  wonder, “What do I do next? Lo 1 return home? Take up
fishing again? Beipntroduce myseld to my wife? With no time to
wonder, they hear Jesus say, "fow, here”s what you do: Go out to
the whole world and tell the Good Mews.' £and fhpn, he' s gone.

Lell, here I stand todayr ta tell wou all the same thing.
You  mar hawve thought  that caming to  church Finished rour
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responsibility todayr But there’ t one more thing ¥ou mMust
do.  Go out into the world and -hﬂn_e it

When 1 was a Kid I used to dream how neat it would be
have a protective shield no one could breakk  through. Then
could change the weorld--1 could change an¥thing.

Well, Pentecost gave the fpostles a shield. The Holy Spirit
came to them with power, and it changed their lives. They were
no longer afraid to go out in pub]lL, no longer afraid to say
what they thought, no longer afraid of dring. They had the Hol

Spirit and nothing could ztop them.
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The szacraments of baptism and confirmation convey that same
Holw Spirit to us. The Holy Spirit comes to us like a zhield.
Some won’t Know how to use ity others will never pick it up. But
the Holy Spirit is ours. The Spirit is ours for life.

The swmbol of this Spirit is an ail we call chrism. It s
olive oil and balsam. Yeou can smell chrismg its aroma sweebtens
the air. Once & vear every bishop blesses chrism +for his
diccese. Chrism is one of the most sacred zubstances we have
next to the Eucharist itself. 1t iz so special, that we use
chrism +for only three sacramentss baptism, confirmation, and
priesthood. These are the only sacraments wou can receive only
once in wour life. Chriem is powerful with the Haly Spirits it
iz =o strong we hoard it. It is perfumed to a*'ite wou with the
joy of the Spirit. It iz oil to remind you of its Staying pOMET .
It'= nnt water, which rolls off rour skin. 0il rubs into  the
siing it Deuﬁme: part of usy it stays, once and Ffor all.

He will alwavs have the Spirit with us. fand we will need
hiim. lle wil] want to lowe God, but the world will tempt us  to
love ourssives first. We will want sexual responsibility, but

the world will tempt us to sex outside of marriage. e will want
justice, but the world will tempt us to lie and cheat t
ahead. Through £ all, we will have a power within =S
protective zshield i% vou choose to pick it up. The Holy Sp
will help us in our fight against the worlid.

In the closing scenes of The Wizacd of Dz, Dorothy wants to
go home to Kansas. Fo-one has figured out why Dorothy or anyone
mould want to go to Hansas, but she aske the good wi toch how can
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zhe go back, and the witch responds 2 she has to do is  click
her heels three times. She said, "Do wyou mean that after all
1ve been through, I had the power to return home inside me all

the time?"

Each of us haz the power to do what
world. That power % mxffl usz, and i
God .
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