I told Fr. 3chuster last night I was going to talk about
losses today. He said, "Losses?” I said, "Yes. lLas Cruces, Las
Vegas, Los aAngeles.’

No. I'm struck by the losses the Apostles suffered on Good
Friday and Ascension Thursday. Not only did they lose Jesus, but
they also lost Judas. Death struck twice fTor this tight-knit
group of friends. The death of Jesus became an event for exalta-
tion, but the death of Judas must have been a source of embar-
ragsment. Whenever a group loses a membsr they need to count
their losses and start again.

The death of Judas so hurt the Eleven apostles that they
replaced him almost immediately. In fact it was about this tims,
according to the Acts of the Apostles, it was during the nine
davs betwesn Ascension Thursday and Pentecost Sunday that they
decided to replace Judas.

I'm sure Judas had embarrassed them. The Twelve had grown
enormously in stature. But Judas, one of them, stole thelr
money, betrayed their master, collected silver foi turning him
over, and killed himself in the snd.

Groups suffer when one member embairrasses them. Uns of the
Kennaedys 1s chargad with rape. England’s Roval Family 1s exposed
in every tabloild. B8ishops and priests are charged with imgiropirl-
ety. It’s embarrassing when that happsns. .

and 1if you're a typical family thas—has—happened t0 youg Qma
too. Her many oF—$E Tesel we—avre forever align to one Tamily
maember off anothar. Mothers' Day, Fathers' Day, and other family
celebrations give us occasion to put ambarrassments aside and
thank God for what Ffamily blessings have come our way .

This is what the Apostles struggle with after ths Ascension.
How can we put our embairrassmant aside and go on standing tall?
They decide to replace Judas, and they have two strong candi-

dates: Joseph Bairsabbas and Matithlas. ihey both guali1fy thay
were both with Jesus from his baptism to his death. Fitheir ong
would do. What's interesting 1s how they decide which ong to
choose. They throw dice. Fesaentially what they say is, "We
cannot irely on human Judgment alone. We' Ll aslk the Spriit Lo

spaeak to us through dice.” HMatthias is chosen and we never hsar
of Joseph Barsabbas agalin. OFf course, we neveir hear of Matthias
again either, but what happenad was the Twelve got over their
embarrassment and regalned Lthelr stature.

Whenever we suffer embariassment, 1t's important to admit
the hurt and to feel the loss. To overcoms embairrassingint wa turn
to the Spirit for help and build up again, knowing that even
while we fesl loss, we can also fesl whole.
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