It's 1ronic that this Gospel comes up on the weekend Eliza-
th Taylor 1s walking down the aisle for the eighth time. Whzr
a Isa Gabor got marvied for the ighth time in 1288, she placed
the wedding band on the finger of her new husband, Prince Freder-
1ck von Anhalt. And she said, "I give you this ring which has no
beginning. . . and I really don’t know when the end is coming.’
"anhalt,” incidentally, is a German word meaning "stop’.

The Catholic Church teaches that marriage 1s permangnt .
That teaching brings Jjoy and affirmation to good marriagss, butb
it can also bring guilt and confusion to the divorced. Divores
18 never easy. Some initiate divorce literally to preserwve their
sanlty or their life. Others are divorced against their will.
Thaey ' 'd prefer to stay married but suddenly find themselwves re-
Jected by thelr spouse and--seemingly--by the Church adksabemacs .
The Church's challenge is te balance the value of marrlage with
compassion for thosse hurt by divorce.

Marriage 1s SWes a bilg deal for us largely because of Lhis
Gospel. In Mark, Jesug’ condemnation of divorce 1is undiluted.

By the time we turn to Matthew or 1 Corinthians the teaching
lightens up a bit. But here Jesus talks in absolutss: "Lat na
one separate what God has joined.”

The Pharisees were tryving to trick Jesus again. They knew

that in Deuteronomy., Moses allowed divorce. They knew Jgsus
didn’t like it. They knew that Herod had divorce up and down his
Family tree. They taunted Jesus: "Moses allowed divorce.’ But
never play Bible trivia with Jesus. He guotes a passage Trom

Genesis that says the two become one flesh, and one flesh cannot
be divided.

It's a controversial statement. We want to ask Jesus, A
vou sure about that? fAren’'t there some occasions when divorce 1
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not only permitted but also smart?”  and that’'s what the disci-
oles did. When they get home they ask him, "éAre vyou sure about
that?" It makes me wonder 1T some of them were divorced.

We believe there’s a key sentence fTor understanding thiz
teaching. Jesus says, ' Let no one separate what God has joinad.”
You might say there are two kinds of marriages: those God has
anined and those God has not. On the wedding day, we assume the
best, but later vears may reveal the worst. This 18 why some
neople can receive an annulment after they divorce. In hindsight
we say we did what we thought was right, but now it’s clear that
this couple was not joined by God. Can every divorced couple get

an annulmant? Neo . Sometimes we Tigure out the marrlage was
Joined by God. Can divorced people go to communion? OF course
they can. But if they remarry outsids ths Church we ask them to

abstain. That’s why we offer annulments: They proclaim that the
first marriage 1s no longer binding, and the parties are free to
marry 1n the Church.

If vou or anvoneg you kpnow is not recelving communion in our
Church, pleass call. Wz’11l do everything to help. Christian
marriage contributes to our Church and Lo society. We’1ll do all
we can to affirm it where it does exist and annul it where 1t
ddé& not.
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