The last insiruction Jesus gawvwe his Apostles must  have
seemed incrediblies "Go out to the all the world and tell the
Good Mews." Can »ou imagineg this? Elsven &Sposties watch  Jesus
azcend into the heavensy; they think it's over. But with no time
to wonder,  “lhat do I do mext? o I return  home? Take up

fishing again? Feintroduce mrself fto my wife?' With no time to
wonder, they hear Jesus s=ay, "Mow, here’s what you do: Go out to
the whole world and tell the Good Mews," &nd then, he’s gone.

Well, here I stand today to tsll you confirmation candidates
the =same thing. ? Et as »ou think -ﬁu ye finally completed the
program, that youfwe jumped through thﬁ last hoop, I‘m here to

sa¥ there’s one more. Tre s Jjust one more thing »ou must do.
Go out into the world and Lhaﬁge it
When I was a2 kid I used to dream how neat it would be to
have a protective shield no one could breal  through. Thern I
Id change the world--1 could change anvthing.

Well, Pentecost gave the Mpostles a shisld. The Holy Spirit
came to them with power, and it changsd their Tives. They were
no longer afraid to go oout in public, no longer atraid to  say
what they thought, no longer afraid of dring. They had the Holy
Spirit and nothing could stop them.

The sacrament of confirmaticon conv
o us, The Holw Spirit comes to us 11
know how to use ity others will never pi
Spirit is yours. The Spirit is »ours for

'z that zame Holy Spirit
ield. Some won’ t
up . But the Haol:

"

The =ymbol of this Spirit iz an oil we call chrism. It’s
clive oil and balsam. You can smell chrism; ite aroma sweetens
the air. Once a vear every bishop blesses chrism for his
diocese. Chrism iz one of the most sacred substances we have
next to the Eucharist itseldf. It is zo special, that we use
chrism For only three sacraments: baptism, con +:rmauznnq and
priesthood. These are the only szacraments ¥ou can receive only
once in ¥our life. Chriem is powerful with the Holy Spiriig it

i= so strong we hoard it.
Jow of the Spirit. It i= oi

t iz pertumed to excite rou with the

to remind »ou of its staring power.
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It not water, which rolls off wour skin. il rubz into  the
gkiing it becomee part of usy it stars, once and for all.

You will alwars have the Spirit wuth ¥ou. And wou will need
Foim. You will want to love God, but the world will tempt »ou o
Tove yourselt first. You will want sexual responsibility, but
the world will tempt »ou to sex outside of marriags. Wouw o owill
want Jjustice, but the world will tempt wou to lie and cheat to
aet ahead. Through it all, wou will have a power within »ou, a
protective shield i+ »ou choose to pick it up. The Holy Spirit
will help vou in wour Ffight against the world.

In the closing scenes of The Wizapd of Oz, Dorothy wants to
go home to Kansas. Mo one has figured ocut why Dorothy or anrone
would want to go to Kansas, but she asks the good witch how can
she go back, and the witch reapanda a1l she has to do is click
her heels three fTimes. She =aid, "Do ¥ou mean that atter  all
I“vwe been through, I had the wer to return home inside me all
the time?"

Each of us has the power to do w
worid. That power is within us,

God . Fentecos
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