wear C,Theophilus

=t morning at work, Ronald Reagan scheduled ftime
+, He entered the owal office, closed the door, s=sat
is aks and reflected on his eight years as president
tion. This week hae been a perfect occaszion for us all
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to ewvalua our countrw. e have inaugurated a new leader,
Fresident Bushj; we have commemorated a great ciwil rights vision-

arv, Dr. Martin Luther King; and this very day we mark sixteen
wears since the legalization of abortion and ftwenty-two years
zince the first supsrbowl.

This is & week to reflect on the legacy we leave to the next
generation. What do we want them to have? Those of rou who are
parents Mhat do o wou want wour children to have? Good theal th?
Good |ﬁb Freedom? These are the hopes of an inaugural year.

it Mad= today we hear ancother inaugural address. Jesus of

Mazareth enters his home srnagogue at the beginning of his public

ministry, and interprets a passags from lgalﬂh Hiz address is

exactly one sentence long, but it sets the crowd on the edge of

their seats: "Todar this scripture iz fulfilled in your hearing."
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The scripture Jeszus reads comments on three aspects of 1ife
we all hold dear: money, health, and freedom. He does not criti-

cize those treasures. He kKnows those are fonts of happiness for
UE . But Jesus is a realist; he Knows we won't all have what we
seel. Some of us will be poory some of us will be prisonersg
some of us will be bBlind, lame, or suffer headaches.

Howewver, there iz a cure. There is help for the jobless,
sight for the blind, and fresdom for prisoners. The cure, +or
Jesus, is the Gospel, religiocus belief. The belief that God will

zave us= will transcend a1 else,
Mow, 1911 grant »ou, belief in Jesus alone will not put

moner in wour pockety it won't get rour relatives off rour backy
it won’t make headaches go away. But it does put all of life in
perspective. I+ we beliewve the big picture, that God lowes us
and will sawve us, life's frustrations will becoms small.

Thiz scripture is being fulfillted in your hearing. Jesus

has worked on wour hearts; He has made ryou his ocwn. I Know that
because anvone who choosee coming to Church over watching the
superbowl has got to have faith in the heart.

Jesus challenges us today to live out this inaugural
address: to proclaim good news to the poor, sight to the blind,
and freedom to prisoners. Feople we know are downhearted; let us

rescive to build them up, not to put them down. Feopie we Know
are blind and prejudiced; let us resolve charity for them, lest
we too be judged guilty. People we Know are prisoners of bad

habits, prisoners of themselves; let us resolwve to free them with
help and good humor, and never abandon them in their need.

The new president of cur hearts is Christ. He calls us to
proclaim a year of favor from the Lord.
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