The only good news about bad weather iz {t gives rou  an
SHCUSE. 1§ there’sz something rou’'re supposed to do  that  wrou
don”t want to do rouw can avoid doing it by blaming the weather.

For LRI 3 i¥ a friend invites vou Jogging on Wednesday,
and Wednesdayr morning the temperature i3 0 degrees, Just think of
all the sucuses »ou can use: My throat will freezey 1711 break a
leg on the jce; I711 get a coldy I‘we got a cramp in my Tegg I
don’t have cliothes warm enoughy I don’t have timeg I don’t have
the right shoss; my mittens don’ t matchy I'm tiredy; 14 I tose
weight my clothes won "t Fit. There are a miliion excuses not to
exercise, not to oquit smoking, not to quit drugs, not to eat
right, not to pray. Bad weather is a2 great excuse.

hen Peter meets Jesus todar, Jesus inwvites him to disciple-—
ship. &2 far as we Know, the weather was fine, S0 Peter couldn’t
get  ocut of [t oeasilr. Howewer, there are three excuses Fster
could use. Three times in the story he faces an obstacle he must
overcome i he i= to follow Christ.

First iz when Jesusz asks to get into Peter’s boat, and Peter
iz busy mending his nets. Jesus needs a little help to get away
from shore zo the crowd can hear his voice. Could Peter Finish
mending his nets ltater and help out? Peter had a great excuse.
He could have, "MMo I“m busy." And he was. He was doing what
fizhers are supposed to do when therre not Fishingy; namelyr,
getting ready to fish again. But, he =aid instead, "I'm a fish-
er-, not a chauf but 1711 oo it."
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nce camse aftter Jesus’ speech. Jesus =said to
Peter, ou want Fish’ ¥ throwing =our net over there.” The
second  excuss shnsaks onto Peter’s lips. "We tried that. Thew
ain’t no F today." I11t's & good excuse. Feter lknew from
experience that Jesuszs’ idea wouldn’t work. But he tries it. He
must hauve tiked Jesus. "IF it 1] make you  happyr. we 11 ey
again." Ther itry, and the catch was so great it nearly burst the
nets and sank the boats. @&z happy as Peter must have been to see
and smell those fish, I°m sure he was a 1ittle upset that he had
to start mending the nets all ouver again.
Thizs miracie presented Peter with his third dilemma. Does
ke +Follow Christ or does he go awar? This time the third and
test excuse comes to his lips. Mot guietly, but thunderuus

WU . Go away from me."  FAgaing,
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t's & good excuse It"s zo good that Feter cannot ocvercome it
al orie . Jesus mus gassure him. "Don”t be atraid. I will hei;
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excuses: I°m busypy I tried that; I'm
evervthing behind-—-al11 his excusesz-—-—
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Feter was nauver
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tongings of his heart

isters, sdar.
ship this Lent though praver, fasting,
re buev mending our nets he interr = &
asks, "Mary I step into wour boat? May 1 ride with wou th
Lent?" lde’we got great excuses: "But, Lord, [I“'m busr.
Lord, I“ve tried Lent be 3 it doesn’t wark, But,
rot worthy to serve rPou.®  We we

can leave them behind toc come and
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