When people  fall in lowe the second time ther're more
cautious than they are the first. We‘re wiser the second time.
e Krnow that love brings pain as well as jor. lihen we’ve seen
what love can do, it s harder to love again.

There’ s an unusual lowe storw behind today’s Gospel. You're
familiar with this scene, especially if you pray the rosarr. The
Yizitation is one of the 15 mysteries, and the prarer, "Hail,
Mary," retells part of the story.

The WYisitation i3z the meeting of two women with fthe most
ctacular pregnancies in the history of the world. One of them
. old, and although she had tried many times to bear a child,

couid never had one. The other was »oung and was =
i Two impossible candidates for pregnancy, and he

i

)

R

(i1

)

ti
u re ther

]
2
h

i
r

Dl
L |

Elizabeth especially seems overcome by the event. Mar
travels across Judea to visit her, and the sound of Mary's voice
ztirs Elizabeth s eeply that the baby in her womb Jumps. to
one has ever louve he old woman so deeply as God was loving her
ro .

Did her husband Zechariah love her? Certainly, but at this
moment Zechariah had a problem; he was mute. When the angel
Gabriel had told him to expect a child, he doubted, so the angel
took swaw his voice till John the Baptist was born. Women who
complain that it‘s hard to get their husbands to communicate will
sympathize with Elizabeth, whose husband literally became mute at

the turning point of their marriage. Others may envy &  WoMan
whose husband just shut up for nine months.

In any event, God was loving Elizabeth now. &and the love
seems to disturb her. She can’t talk about it, =o she talks
about Marv. She cavs Mary i= blessed and the fruit of her womb
i= blessed. She zars Mary did not doubt the Lord’ words  and

=
that Elizabeth herself was unworthy to have her visit. The love
that’s happening to Elizabeth seems so wonderful that she’s
zfraid to believe it s true. It‘s as if she has Known love. She
knows it brings pain as well as joy, and it‘s hard for  her to
lowe again.

These two women let lowve enter their lives, and ther were
forever changed.

My brothers and sisters, on Christmas, God will send his
Tove to us. I we have Known love, we know it brings pain as
well as jor. It will be hard to lowe again. It will be hard to
take a walK some morning, alone with our thoughts. It will be
hard to converse with & friend some evening, telling how we feel.
It will be hard to come to church and confess our sins. It will

be hard to give the greatest gift, to give our own jove., It will
be hard to get close to someone, to get close to God. But if we
let love enter our lives, we will be forever changed.
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