& couple of years ago I took a course in Spanish at  a
language school in Antigua, Guatemala. I+ rou can imagine this,
the school provided each student with our ocwn teacher. We sat
down  two to a desk, toe to toe. Flothing to see but a teacher,
nothing to hear but Spanish. One morning my  teacher Eduardo
brought in for our discussion a bundle of papers filled with

special words. He said, "These are expressions rou will not Ffind
in a book, but wou will hear them on the streets of Antigua.”
For three davs we studied colloquial expressions, curse words,

even gestures people use in conversation. I traded him. I told
him zome of ours. Sometimes we had to sar, "Mow, be very careful
with this sxpression. Don“t savw it in polite companyy wuse it
only with »our friends."

Dirty words are sacred words. Let me explain that: Theyr

have power. They confront people as other words canncot do. Many
are words of religion; historically, religious words have alwars
carried power. But more and more our curse words have to do with
bodily Ffunctions—-sexuality and the elimination of wastes. Our
bodies have become our new gods; words which describe what we do
have more power in the language than words which describe  what
God does.

Man» people slip into the habit of cursing more than they
want. 1tz a hard habit to break. aAnd with Mew Year’s upon us,
many will make resclutions to improve, but some resclutions are
just hard to Keep.

Bad language bothers a lot of people who come to church
because of the second commandment, “Thou shalt not take the name
of the Lord thy God in wvain.” HMNow what the second commandment
dealz with is not so much “"bad language" as real downright
cursing, namely & praver that God will do evil toward =omeone.
“Mayr God cause wour crops to wither." "May God cause your phone
to die when wou call $i1." That sort of thing. When most people

use bad language, ther using words we don’t use in polite com-
pan¥, but thex're not wishing eternal damnaticon on a brolen
toaster.

Still, it‘s worth asking what language do we want to use,
arnd what are the words within us. In a moment of shock what s
the word within that comes out? The story iz told of Mahzxtma
Gandhi that the word he used for praver was "Rahma," a Hindu word
for God. This was hiz mantra--he prayved it over and over as a
meditation, as a Catholic might pray the Hail Marys of a rosary,
or  the Jesus praxer. The =tory is that when the aszsassin  shot
Gandhi, Gandhi said, "Rahma." That was h:u word, the word that
expressed the core of his being. It wasn’t bad l«nguaqe, it was
his prarer. Thie might be true of us. In a moment of shock , we
reach inside and pull out the most sacred word we Know because it
expresses in this moment the constant meditation of our hearts.

Itz in todav’s Gospel when Mary’'s child receives the name
Jesus, It= the first time the holy name of Jesue was spoken.
In fact we us wd to call this day Holy Mame Sunday. It's a name

that can be our rn:xm‘ra.i a name that carries power. e may use it
in blessing, or abuse it in & curse. But it will alwars have its
powery it will always be a name that strikes to the heart. To
invoke the name of Jesus is to bless God and one another,

Regiz, Mary, Mother of God.31.xii.S8



