How wou package a product makes a big impact on its sale. 1
have a friend in the paint business who tells me theyr had several
caolors  that sold poorly until he changed their names. For
instance, no one bought "chalk white" paint until they changed
the name to "china white." Then it scold big, ewven though it was
the =same color. The same thing happensd when they changed
"iyory" to "oriental silk" and "berber beige" to "almond tone.”

én ordinary product presented in a better war sells.
In last week’ s Gospel we heard Jesus ask "Who do »rou sar
that I am?" Peter responded, "You are the Christ, the Son of the

living God." To use the language of advertising, Peter recog-
nized in Jesus a great product that with proper packaging would
sell big. Today we hear Jesus tell the disciples, "I“m going to

suffer and die, and you must take up a cross to follow me.”
Peter, the salesman, tells Jesus, "Bad idea. You‘ve got a great
product, but the wrong package. Self-denial will never szell.”

&nd Peter has a point. He made Jesus angry, but his predic-
tion was right: Many people Keep Christianity at arm’s length
when they come to the insight that self-denial is part of the
package. Feople accept praver, they like the idea of holiness,
the¥’11 be all for communion, ashes, and palms, but self-denial
is a bitter pill.

Jesuse’ mission is to bring salwvation to us all. The basic
meszage is love God and love »our neighbor. But to love means to
be selfless. It means giving up some things we’'d rather have for
curselves for the good of someone else. Wle all have cravings for
money, sex, and power, but the Gospel sars take up the cross: Be
giving, not greedr; be loving of others, not self-centered; be
humble, not proud. When you think of it, Christianity has poor
packaging, and in many cases it just doesn’t sell.

It'e a laot like an athlete. You don’t bring Just anyone
intae the hall of ftame. It takes discipline and self-denial of
the body to merit the crown. Many of »ou in marriage Know the
fruits of self-denial. The way women’'= roles have changed in the
last generation is a good example: Many women now are working an
extra Jjob while trving to be faithful to family. They give up
many personal preferences ocut of love for others. It7s even more
true of single parents, many of whom carry a persconal tragedy on
top of their other responsibilities. But the practice of sel+f-
denial which is so much a part of family Tife brings with it the
reward of loving unions and healthy relationshipe with children.
Every sincere friendship, either with anocther person or with God,
demands love in spite of personal preference.

What Jesue preaches is good news-—eternal life. But he
doesn’t hesitate to tell the bad news--love of God and love of
neighbor will cost us. FPromotional material for the Kingdom of
God could have read, "Follow Jesus, it"s fun!" But it doesn’t.

It reads, "Follow Jesus, and deny rourself.”

The rewards are inner peace, true love, and eternal life.
The rewards go bevond fun, For those who pick up a cross  and
follow Christ,
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