Zoon  after I graduated from High Schoot in 1871 1
the realization that I wassn’t going to grow much fTaller
was then and am now. That wasn’t so bad, Other people
going to grow taller either, What was bad was that when we
stopped growing I =till hadn’t achieved the same height as m
classmates. When I got to colltege I was happy to discover there
were other short people in the world. Together we fearnsd fhat
thers wsre soms advanta gee to being short: It takes fess time to
take a sh You don’t have so far to fall. You get great
bargains buxring clothes in bows’ wear. And you’'re the last  one
to get rained on in a crowd. We decided we needed an organ-
ization just for short pecplie. We caiied it Height Watchers. e
tried to talk cecple cout of growing tall.

It"2 wery human to want to grow, Aand Lent is a ssason for
arowth. Mot in height, but in depth. In the depth of ocur lowe
for Sod and the depth of our tove for each other.

&t Mass today we're using two symbols to remind us of the
meaning of Lent: =2shes and a plant. fashes to remind us of the
dirt “from which we're made. A plant to remind us of the growth

to which we're called.

Whern I was a child {even shorter than I was in High Schaooll,
we  had & marueiavs tree next to the sidewalk in front of our
can”t think of plants without thinkKing of that ree

nouse . i .
Tt was tall where I was short, it was strong where I was weak, it
was beautiful where I was ordinarr. We couldn’t =see the top, and
its branches stretched from our rard out across the street. I
trunk was so big it took three of us to join hands in & circi
around it., But what was most rwmdrkabie was its roocts. Ouer the
vears that tree hdd become so mighty that its roots burst through
the concrete sidewall, ihatterxﬁg it into pieces., Ewven concrebs
couldn’ % contain the power coming from the life inside that tree.

Mw bBrothers and sisters, this Lent ©O7Hara High School
receives a call from God. & ocall for growth, a call for life =z=o
powerful it will burst through whatever threatens to hold us
bound., This Lent God wants to strengthen wou with Faith, o £il]
wour weins with hope, to help rou reach out in love.
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