The Firset car [ ever owned was a used Volk: o t¥pe 2, &
squareback, Tike a tiny station wagen; wou rarely ses them on the
road any more. The more it deteriocrated the more its  character
arew., It wouldn”t start in the rain, and it honked every time I
turned left. But one day I took it in for some engine repair and
drove it  awar from the shop conwvinced that it was working per-
fectly again, Th% car sat in the garage overnight, and the next
dar I got it about Z miles down the rocad when the sound coming
trom the engine changed. It didn’t sound worse than it it
just sounded Farther than it was. You ses the whole ¢ =3
Volkswagen, not unlike the engine of a DC-10 some wear: =
feld in clace by 3 or 4 bolts. That'=s all., My Frisnd -
man ftorgot to tighten the boits and the whole engine =1 T
its place in the car to an inch or so from the road. My #
repairman  became even more friendly as he towsed the car and
tiwed what was newly damaged at no cost to me.

Sfterwards, I mentioned this to a lawyer I Know who said to
me, "You Hroow, we could have got a loft more out of  them  than
that." I was roung and innocent at the time, and I =said, "Thank
#ou, no. A1 I owant s for my car to work again.

Zuite honestly, if it happened to me today, [ wonder i§ 1
could be that wirtuous again. I only hope I could. But  all
arcund us pecple ars using the courts to get all they can out of
similar situations. e have rights and the courts will  support
vz if we choose to redress an injury. In most conflicts, people
=till believe in the wisdom of an ere for an eve., Lihern we sesg

peaople punished for the wrong they have done, we say "they got
u%:t they deserwve" or "they sure had it coming." Turnabout is
fair plar.

Jesus  abolishes the old law and replaces it with one  that
zars, "OFffer no resistance to injury: love your enemies, pray for
<our  persecutors.” Jesus admits that there are ensmiss, and
implies that we have a right to make them pay. What he asks is
that we waive that right for the benefit of cthers. He wants us
to imitate Sod who loves his friends and enemies so egually  that
he lets the sun shine and the rain f3'1 on the good bad
alike, llg’d like God to show a 1ittle more partiality, giu%up Us
betiter weather than those folks on your block who never go o
church on Sund but God joves them, too. Marbe there sre dars
he'd tike to = zome rewvsenge, but he loves perfecily.

"Offer no resistance to injury" principles
tathy guided & coniroversial pastoral Smer i can
b i s called, "The Challenge of Peac tter the
mishops condemned the use of nuclear arm that the
mass indiscriminate destruction of innooer jtfe culd come
from & nuclear attack is morally unjustifiable sven in retalia-
tion. That meansz that i+ Moscow destrored Ravtown it would be
wrong  for us to destror Leningrad. Hdany people disagreses they
zay "an eve for an eve, & tooth for a tooth, & town for s town.”
Jesus say "Offer no resistance to injurysy love your ensmies,
pray for ersecutors,”

I admit that this Gospel is wery hard to live, especiaily if
»ou have suffered some personal injury and dessire reuvenge. Jesus
calls us to probe what it means to zay we imitate the 1 of
God., Regis 0OF 21-Z .87




