14 w»ou don’t know the date of wour baptism, look it up when

SOl get home. In my opinion, i%t°s the most important date of
our Tide. Your birthday recalls your human 1ife, wour wedding
anniversary recallse wour lowe life, and we celebrate other dars
oF achievement during the rear. But the day we were baptized was
the dav we First shared divine 1ife, the day the Holy Spirit
first called us her home. To remember the date of rour  baptism
iz to thank God for his gift of love.

The anniversary of my baptism is January 2ar
Jesuz and | commeorate our baptl=ss on the same o zed
that at least we have that much in common this yea-

This is & bhaptismal candle. Whenever pe Lo
Regis to be baptized--whether theyr are _h;!dren =
bring along a candle. tLight candle.? &t baptis die
iz 1it From what we call the Easter candle the at
Eazster zach »ear to dispe! the darkness of night ce
the resurrection of Jesus. This candle, then, EX
baptism is a share in the life of Christ. e sugg Te
keep the candle and light it each wear on the ot
their baptism.

Today on  the anniversary of Jesus® baptism, the Church
11

invites us to imagine that day-—to smel the Jordan, to touch the
waters, to see the heavens parted, and to listen to the woice of
God: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

In speaking those words, God quoted a passage from the BoolM
of Issiah which serves as our first reading todar. This is
zomething only God can do--he actually quotes someithing he him-—
zel¥ said 800 years before. Many of us quote ourseliwves 3 an
authority, but not with that kind of panache. Izaiah tells us
that the person in whom God is pleased is one who workKs for
justice, who will not breakl a bruised reed and will not quench =
smotdering wick.

The Church invites us to remember Jesus’ baptism so that we
o are baptized might become like him, people who love justice,
who  will not talke advant tage of those who are weak, who will not
ignore an exasperated child, who will not be deaf to the pleas of
the sick, who will not grow rich while another grows poor,  who
will not break a bruised reed and will not guench a =mn]derlng
wich. (Extinguish candle.? Loving justice doesn’t only mean
praving +or the oppressed; it means rielding on CCa e'un when

1ife gives »ou the upper hand.

e recall the mystery of baptism &
ive in our hearts, =o that when the Lo
et him kewaond the Jordan and hear hi
Toved child, in whom I am well pleased.

the $lame of +aith
OMe s We Mmax run to
T: im, "This is mr
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