The p SER
working  at is
Ric. Tiue ristic
mini N CHETE,
recommended & MU on
minisiry. I was happy for him, and delight e SR
ke announced ths news. I paused for 2 mome i ¥ the

i prompted Ric to ask, "What do I do now?® I replied,
wihing Fou own and give the money to the poor.t He

iere some other ministry I could get intc?
are ftimesz in life when we reach a threshold in
God, to our Ffamilies, or to worl. Th =2
ause we dan’t Know what the future wili

are rare moments in which God takes c
our tiwves, But how do we Enow where to

first reading ie a slice of the Church’'s his
striking, I think, because sewveral groups of D
reshaold in their Tiwes all at once. It could have
could have been diwvisiwve, but instead it became
ich gave direction to the Church’s growth.

g the storys Aamong the Christians  there were  Two
= i g spoke Hebrew, the other Greek., Those who spoke Gresk
noticed that the widows in their group were getting less to eati
than the Hebresw-spealing widows. It Yooked ltike the cornwverts
from Judaism thought they were betiter. S0 those who spoke Gresl
accused the apostles of being prejudiced.

Thise must have been a tremendous affront to the aposties,
out  they answered it in a surgrising war. They agreed that i1
1 to share food unegually, but in reflecting on the
= they said that’'s really not the heart of the problem.
T e is that wes have foco much to do. I+ this is to be
a can’t do it 211 alone, we need help to do charitr.

not only did they share their ministry of charity,
they alsc shared the ministry of governance Ther let the psople
choose who  the 7 assistants would be. Zeven were chosen for
their spirittuality and prudence to assist in works of charity.
It was the birth of the diaconate, and the beg ¥ shared
ministiry in the Church. We'we been working i since.

In this story, several people cross a thresh he Greek-
speaking Christians accuse their leaders of | The apos-—
tles relinguish some of their work. The =g their
tgaders. &nd  seven of them step forward to o i
the Church. In gach case what gave them cour Reir sin-
cere concern not for themselwves, but for thei T

1t"=2 sgcary fto cross a theshold:  Soms peap!e 46@1 content
with what Tittle they do. Some do too much and are afraid o
relinguish the power they have even when it wouid free themselues
up while encouraging the participation of others. It =scar:
because we're content with the present, the fulture is unknown,

threshold i2 a2 place where we mest God.
re and brothers facing decisions about the futurse we
ment in time in which the Holy Spirit takes particu-
in us. What fear we have is not that God

d iz there. He owill accompany us 0¥ our

= the courage to step forward. Fegis




