Unconditional love is all tooc rare in life. To Know somecne
Toves wou absclutely is breathtaking. On their wedding day
couples zay to each other, "I will love »ou and honor rou all the

davse of my¥ 1ife." It7'= an astonishing promise. I recently
wisited an elderly man in the hospital. He told me his wife had
been bound to & wheelchair for years, and two other family mem-—
bers are now helping her in and out of the chair. I =miled,
"111 bet she’s anxious to get »ou home." @And then he cried,
"She said, “1°d rather have one of you helping me than two of

them.’" Her handicap revealed to both of them that the love thew
promised on their wedding day was unconditional.

Most of us have some experisnce of this kKind of loving--a
relaticnship goes along surprisingly well, and then rou begin to
doubt. "1+ my friend sver finds ocut what I did, is our relation-
cship aver?®" There‘s some dark secret, an old injury, a foolish
choice, #fear that your friend will find out, and »our friendship
will ne:er be the =ame. You take the risk, »ou tell, then »ou
ask, "Can »ou still love me?" You hear, "Yes," and rou kKnow as
i+ For the First time how strong your love is. There wells up
inside wou a desire to respond, a desire to love even more

This is G d's Kind of love, unconditional love. It’a hum-—
Eling, frustrating sometimes how persistent God can be in his
pursuit of Todar s Gospel! iz a parable of the iove of God,
how  Tove God czx11 us, and how Tove makes us respoand. i
King gave 3 iquet, called his friends to come, but ther =said
Nde. He =e he table, called them again, they still said no.
The King Eai s "Enough of this. Forget the gusst list. Call
gveryone." hen they had themseiwves a party.

Everyone is eligible for the Kingdom of Cnd. Sod's love is
ga  broad he calls us a]i, and calls us unconditionall
died on the cross to invite everrone to heaven. Nm.
just many, evervone gets the invitation. Evervone
*ou need not hold a raffle ticket. Mo matter the ds
no matter the old iﬂJUPlE the fooclish choices. G
to everyone. This is one reasan we baptize infan
lic Church, we kKnow God’s call is so universal
children. We do not have to earn God's loweg |

Mow, such a call, such loving, elicits =
answer back? 4 =zo, how? éAnd how well?

le“re beginning a season of renewal in  the parish. it
startsz with a basic theme: God loves rou. Mot just »#ocu in the
plural, wou in the singular, God loves you personally, uncondi-
tionally. The RENEW program helps us discern, "Do I answer back?
I¥ s, how? And how well?"

We do not enter this season thinking we have to convince God
to love us more. e never do that on any spiritual journer; we
don‘t have to convince him with our penance during Lent, we don’t
have to convince him with our pravers for the needy. Our prarers
nd ocur penance are alWars & response. e enter this season
zured of how much God lowves St. Regis parish, and there wells

inside us a desire to respond, a desire to love even more.
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