Let me  tell  wou o a2 felt
spiritually inadeguate.

One of my co-workers S BT tegacher
fraining session. She s quite capable at teaching her materizl,
But she was nervous about grepssiie the prarer servicey She had
&2 creative idea in mind. srd ghe decided to try it cut First on
nil ke at&+¥, It was a campl'cated orarer, and at the snd we were
to sing a song and use gestures, but she didn’t have the bugs
worksed out, and it was more humorous than it was prarerful. She

but

gaid to the group, *I'm sorry, I know I have man» gifts,
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ading praver is not one of them.”

#fanother  store. When I was a2 child, attending Catholic
schocol, I went through first communion preparation in my class,
as was the Custom. But the rear after I finished, it was my
#ounger  brother’s turn for first communion precaration and  the
school  announced to the parents that it was changing the way %
prepared children for tULth.bt. Mow the school wanted parents
to take a more active role. Many parents were upset They sent
their children to Catholic schools so they could tearnm religion
a2t school. Many parents felt they didn’t have the skills Faor
preparing their children for communion.

One  more story. Last wear the Yatican released & document
explaining its position on  some recent developments By
reproductive technologysy that is, whether certain methods of
praducing children are morally acceptabie, like test-tube babiss
or the use of a surrcgate mother. The jocal new media in Kansas
City were Jlooking For priests to interview about  the new
document. and  they had & hard tims finding some. Most of us,
mwveelf included, Ffelt inadegquate to deal with the issues on  the
zir on such short notice.

These are exampies of people who felt spiritualilys
inadequate. and marbe »ou have your own stories. Times wou felt
called on to make a decision that was larger than life: Shall I
have surgery? lbhich colliege is best? hall I move my parents to
a nursing home? Should I change careers? Sometimes just feel
inadequate to decide. Like the characters in today parable,
zome people have five thousand talents, some two, some one. Soms
darz even the most gifted among us feel like we anly have one,
and we 1o

ang +for ten.

s acrardinn to the parable, i+ ryou have ons talent, rou
don’t need ten, rou probably just need one more That’a enough
to please the maaﬁer. We might +eel more ina jequ than we neesd
to. Sure, it'd be nice to feel more competent when we f:rp
zpiritual decisions, but small strides are more important  than
great achievemsnts.

This week ws conciude our First segason of Renew in the
garish. Many have heen able to share their spiritusl  Journsy
with other members of the parish. FRenew is heliping us focus on a
basic challenge in the Christian life, to take cur few talents
and ta make =& few talents maore. I+ wou're still feeling
inadequate, take consclation in s=mall strides. They are encugh
o please the master.
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