I'm going to read wou a definition. See if w¥ou can gQuess
what I‘m describing. "&4n act occasioned exclusively by violence
ot nature without the interference of any human BRGENCY o
Inevitable accident or casualty, any accident produced by any
ph¥sical cause which is irresistable, e.g. lightning, tempests,
perils of the sea, inundation, landslide, or earthguake, or any
sudden death or illness of persons." dAccording to Black’s Law
Dictiopnany, that is the definition for an act of God.

It‘s the legal world’s way of defining natural disasters. I
guess it’'s a matter of perspective. I I were to define an act
cf God 1°d start with miracles, not disasters. I read this
definition to &a Ffriend of mine at work and <che said she
understands now why her mother always referred to the Kids as
acts of God.

I guess this is a convenient way to explain away the bad
things that happen——we can simply blame God. and this is only
one example. Do wou ever catch »ourself saring this? "Well,
it‘e God'e will." That’s a phrase that covers a multitude of
cituations. & friend of yourse has a tragic death in the family-——

perhaps somecone very »oung. You don’t Know what to say. Yau
teel the pain, the horraor. You want to respond in love. Y ou
want to do something, anything to 1ift the spirits of your
friend. You sar, “"Well, it‘s God's will." "&4ny accident
produced by any phyrsical cause which is irresistable.” We fall

back on Black’s definition of an act of God.

Well, I don’t agree. I don“t believe it's God's will that
vour friend’s child should die. I don”t believe God wills that
death or any other one. Death is evil. God iz good. God cannot
will death, and it‘s time we stopped blaming God for what is
evil,

How can  we doubt the goodness of God when we pick up the
Gospel story we hear todar? Jesus, the Lord of life, going into
the city of HMaim meets at the gate death, the lord of evil,

coming out of the city. He does not pass by pretending not to
notice. Mor is there a struggle to see who will win. There is
no battlie--Jesus alwars wins. Death has no power over him. He

recstores life to the corpse, Joy to the family, faith to hearts.
God did not will the death of the only son of the widow of HMNaim.
God willed life.

M» <friends, we must guard our speech. To sar "It's God's
will" about death ies to miss the point of who God is. What do
vou zay to one who has lost a loved one in death? "I‘m sorry. I
pray that God will give you strength." ©Or, "this is a sad dar
for me, too." If God’s will figures into the picture at all, it
is to give life to those who are faithful till death. God
permits evil to happen, but he does not cause it. What God

causzses ic life.
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