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1 =igns of Christmas arse upon
its, the Maror 'z Christmas tre
st shopping day,
zed in red and prie
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turkes, ths F
and a few bru
counts, the Sz
purple.
You'uws probably been making a .t of what to do fo get
r Christmas, Get the Christm cards, draw up the shop-
ist, haul out the decorations, stock up the cupboard for
Aand we'we  probably added another item to our tist of
to get readyr: Us. Those of us who give of our time and
to worship God weekly at St. Regis, we’d like t
ready for Christmas, too.
ing ourselves read; is not as
ons ready. #and i f you were out
11 on Friday, rou Know how difficy
too, The real difference is i
arations are, come December 25 ther're owver. You have
hed them It'= just not so ea o tell by then iF
ftualiy b tter than we were st t eginning of Aduent.
Mavbe we wanted to prepare well so we could celebrate
tmas Dayr well. But celebrating Christmas Day well Just
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2l For the first Sundayr of &dvent can help us
ttenticon. The Goszpel tells us that cur spiritusal
~ation iz for the coming of Christ, not for the
¥ tmas. Chrizt will come when we least expect him.
s comes when we most expect it., To preparse for Chrisimas
ttle easier because it's arrival is so predictable. To
prepare for Christ is something else altogether because we don't
krnow when he's coming.

The time of preparation for Christ is like the time of
preparation for the flood, Jesus sars. You remember Moah and the
flood. Only a few people were saved because sweryone else  was
cut, Jezus szavs, eating, drinking, and getting married. MNow he
dﬁewﬁ t mean that those who eat, drink, and get married can’t be
zaved, Even Moah ate, drank, and got married. In fact there’s
one =s=cene where he drank a tittle too much. The great sin,
according to Jesus, iz that in MNoah“s time, people were
unconcerned. Mobody cared and the flood caught them a1l off
guard

My  brothers and sisters, to prepare curselues -erxtual?=
this Advent what we need is to be concerned. What we need is to
develap thiszs thing we call the "Christmas Spirit'"—--a willingness
to give not just to the people on our Christmas list but to those
who are needyvy; & willingness to voice our concern  for  real
progress  for  peace in a week when our country has broken the
Timitations of S4LT II3 & willingness to stop whatever zin Keeps
us from loving cur families and loving our Church.

The Son of Man will come when we least expect him. e must
be on guard lest he return and find us with too many clothes in

the closet, too many torse on the shelf, too many appointments on

the caiendar, too Tittle concern for our neighbor. This wear,
don’t prepars »ourselves for Chrisimas. Frepare rourselves for
Christ.
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