Hawve wou  ever wondered what purgatory will be Iike? The
most complete description of it comes not from the Gospels at all
from Dante’s Divipe Comedy. There he describes the p]&ces in
purgatory reserved for people who have committed certain =ins.
Saw, for example, »our sin is anger. Dante Ffinds vou in & corner
of purgatory Filled with smoke, =o much darker than a cloudy
night that he can’t keep his eresz open. Here s how he describes
it: "Just as a blind man goes behind his guids that he may not
stray or Knock against what might injure or perhaps kill him, =0
I went through the foul and bitter air. . . . [ heard voices and
each seemed to pray for peace and mercy to the Lamb or God that
talles away Sins. Their beginning was alwars “Agnus Dei” and all
had the same words and the same measure so that among them seemed
to be complete accord. “Are these spirits, Master, that I hear?’
I szaidy and he dncmered me: “You're right, and ther are now
Tooaing the knot of anger.”"
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w, there are other descriptions of purgatory. Mike Murphyr
on his Padia show recently told how the nuns he had in  grade
school  described time spent in purgatory. Imagine an  enormous
mountain, like Pike’s Peak in the Rockies. Then imagine there’s

a bird that flies to the top of this mountain and makes one peck
at it and flies awar. Every thouszand rears the bird r:ourns for
another psck. When the bird has whitiled away the mountain to
cthm:_;a he will have used up one millionth of the time »ou will
gpend in purgatory for your Sins
This Eind of thinking foaﬁﬁrwd a practice in the Church
called indulgences. If »ou said certain prarers or did some good
works wou could gain so many davs indulgence off rour time in
purgatory. I remember when the Rorals were in the plaroffs a fem
vears ago I had a parishioner who qot four tickets for the whole
series. I told him that if he gawve one ticket toc a Catholic
pries he could gain a plenary indu!gence for the remission of

all his sins.
Mow, as I =

¥, we don’t have in the Gospels a description of
purgatory or of H !

=

indulgsnces. So why does the Church sti

about these things? Well, it seems to be the best metaphor we’ve
come up with to resolwe szome of life's biggest questions: Mamely,
why iz it that good gurs don’'t always win? Wh> do bad peopl

L

sometimes come out on top? Why do bad things happen to  good
neopie? Why is there o much injustice in this Tife? The onlw
sc?u?inﬁ we have iz that somehow this must all get ewvened out in
the atterlife. God s judgment will prevail, =o we project there
must be some kKind of punishment for fhnce who are good but  not
good  enocugh  for heaven. S0 we use thiz metaphor of “"dare in

purgatory® to help us understand that t pars to do good  and
avoid evil.

Mo one Knows how accurate our metaphor is. S when somsone
we love dies, it s natural to feel concerned about that person.
Scripture does tell us it"s a good thing to pray for  the dead,
that God will be merciful and welcome them to heaven.

ke don’t kKnow what purgatory will be like. We do Know that
Jesus has promised eternal life for those who die in faith. #nd
so it is with great hope that we Keep alive our pravers for the
dead.
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