& friend of mine says this Gospel story is the one place in
the Mew Testament where Jesus makes a mistake. I+ rou're a guest
in =omeone’s home and the hostess asks for help, it‘s time to
quit gabbin’ and start workin’. But when Jesus is in this situa-
tion at Martha’s house, He sits on His divine duff and keeps
talking with Mary. What is going on?

It“2 unthinkable that Jesus our Hero would be rude to His
hostese or encourage laziness as a virtue. But He seems to miss
the chance to provide a simple gesture of charity. It seems odd,
but Ffrom Jesus’ point of wview, both  women were offering
hospitality——one by cleaning the house, the other by listening to
Him =speal. and I think even the most neuroctic cleaner among us
would have to admit that the chance to talk face to face with
Jesus would beat dusting floorboardes any old day.

The moral of the story seems to be, "There comes a time to
drop the dishcloth and pick up & praverbook. There comes a time
to stop being Martha, who entertains by working, and start being
Mary, who entertains by listening." But you Know, it's not all
that easy. lhether »our responsibility is taking care of the
home, the office, the car, or the classrcom, it's not easy to
drop everything to play host to Jesus by listening to Him in
prayrer., Even when vou come to church for this purpose—-—to listen
to the Word of God--plans for the week may run through »our head,
children may run through »our lap. It'e not easy, even when we
want ta, to drop everything and listen to Christ in prarer. Mo
one doubts it’s a very good thing to do, it‘s just a hard thing
to do i¥ we are easily distracted by our responsibilities, even
when they are worthwhile.

Perhaps this is why Jesus seems to miss an ocbvious opportu-
nity Ffor charity——He calls disciples beyond responsibility and
into prarer.,

To drop everx»thing might be asking too much. To banish all
distractions from our minds-—well, that's definitely as k:ng too
much. When the Gospel encourages us to listen to Jesus, it's not
asking wus to add another burden on an alreadyr ocverloaded sched-
ule., It“s asking us to get in touch, to see the value of what we
do, to find the center of cur being, to meet Christ, Who makes us
whale.

People find Christ in ordinary ways——they jog, ther stroll,
they rest, thev ride a bus, they take a bath, theyr reflect. I
Know paaple whao actually enjor doing the dishes, mowing the Tawn,
or ewven taking ocut the garbage just for a moment of solitude.
These are otherwise quite normal human beings. But they kKnow
they need a moment to get in touch, they need a moment every day
at the park, in the tub, at the garbage heap, to sit at the feet
of Jesus and listen.
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