Mavbe wou have bills to pay, marbe »¥ou don” t. Marbe wou
have travel plans. Marbe next year you're planning to change the
carpeting at home. You lock forward to watching children grow.
You don‘t go to the ballet again this rear. Mavbe next. Y ou
wake up tomorrow morning and your headache has become severe.
You see a doctor and he says this is it. Much, much sconer than
vou expected yvou‘re going to die. Mow, what’s important to do?
1§ wou Knew today wou had three months to live, what would »ou
da?

We meet & wealthy man in today’s Gospel. He’s prepared well
for the future, but surprisingly--especially for him—-—there is no
future. Curiously, God taunts him. "To whom will all  this
piled-up wealth of rours go?" God makes the man out to be &
fool, but wasn’t he just being responsible? Didn“t he do the
right thing by protecting his rich harvest and thinking ahead to
the best means of storing food for the future? Yes, but God
rebukes him not so much for planning ahead as for abandoning his
vision of God.

This parable I believe is one of the most difficult ones for
us to hear as Americane in the 807s. Qur country is enjoying a
new measure of prosperity, and even if you don“t feel it person-
ally, the doctrine of earning money iz still preached to our
hearte. Commercials urge us to buy, which means we nouve to earn.
&nd like the man in the Gospel, we can have good motives for
growing rich: having comfort, =storing food, planning for the
future. Theze are good things to do. Why whuld God call us
foolich if we're simply following the Amiercan dream?

Flanning for the future doesn’t make ue foclish, but planing
for too limited a future does. Planning for happiness in this
life is foolish if it obstructs our happiness in the next. This
happene when the desire to gather wealth exceeds the deczire to
share it, when cobtaining more and more possessions blinds us to
the needs of others, when the time we spend in devaotion to work
=teals from our dewvotion to family in play, and devotion to God
in praver.

Chances are if we Knew we were dyring soon we would reorgan-—
ize our priorities. Instead of increasing the store of wealth
we’d increase charity to others and reflection for curcelves. UWe
might even go to the ballet.

This parable urges us to live according to those priorities,
ta zet our hearts on what pertains to higher realms, to plan not
just for the future that only God sees, but the future in which
we will see God.
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