Humility is a tricky business. There's & place in the Book
of Pumbers where it says that Moses was the most humble man  who
ever liwved, This posed a problem for people who thought that
Moses wrote the Book of Mumbers: They couldn’t figure out how the
humblest man who ever lived could call himself the humblest man
who ever lived without Tosing the title. Marbe it was Moses who
wrote that oid song, "0 Lord, it's hard to be humble when »you're
perfect in every way."

Evern in today‘s parable, Jesus tells the guests if ther take
the last seat at table theyr will win the esteem of their Ffriends
when they are invited up higher., But it seemz to me that if your
motive for  taking the last seat is to win the esteem of »our
friends, then you've ruined wour shot at humility.

There are other barriers toc humility: Sometimes we feel like
we’'re alwars being put down, and the idea of acting humble
actually grates against a very healthy desire toc assert our own
independence.

Sometimes all we really want in life is equalitr. Our rnew
tax reform bill is an example. Weren’t we all happy to see those
special interest groups topple one after ancther so thalt we all
pay taxes more equally? But ask someone to exercise humility by
creeping up into another tax bracket and see how far rou get.

1t's= the second half of today’s Gospel which sets the best
context for humility. There Jesus tells us that just being equal
ien’t encugh. Just doing for somecne who can do in return isn’t
encugh. Qur call is to do for those who can’t return the favor.

There s a story about 2 very wealthy man in a small town who
was alsoc a terrible miser. Whenever the poor came to see him he
turned them away, saving, "I don’t give away money." But the
people in the town Knew there was a poor cobbler who was kind,
and whenever the poor went to him, he gave them freely some of
what he ocwned. Eventually the miser died, and the pecple buried
him in an unvisited corner of the graverard. But now when the
poor  went to the cobbler expecting the same Kindness he turned
them away, saring he had no money. 2o the maror of the town
vizited +the cobbler and asked him why he had become so miserly.
The cobbler explained, "The truth is, 1 have no moner. What
money [ gave to the poor came from the old wealthy man. He gave
it to me to give to the poor provided I would tell no one from
where the money came till he died."

This story tells us about God. God iz like a wealthy miser
who shares His gifts with us through others, often in wars we
don’t Know about. He masterfully grants an answer to our prarers
in sneaky wars where we least expect it. When Jesus asks us to
do for those who can’t return the favor, he’s simply asking us to
imitate God.

Who was the most humbie who ever 1ived? It wasn’t Moses at
all. 1t was God. It was God Who snuck His Som into a manger at
Bethlehem. God Who conquered death in the dark of night. aAnd it
ie God Who tends us through friends, strangers, and evenis that
lead us back to Him.

I+ wou strive for true humility, strive to imitate God.
Grant the desires of others who may never Know that rou were the
humblest person they met this day.
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