
ACE Ensign & Dana Bailey

Dana and ACE are careful planners. You can see it in the way they pursued 
an education, entered careers, and sustained their friendships. This wedding is a 
showcase of their abilities. Just to think of this geographically, they started life in 
Massachusetts and Kansas, they’ve been in schools in Indiana and North 
Carolina, they got jobs in Boston and Austin, they got engaged in California, and 
the wedding is in Kansas City. You have to be detail-oriented people of vision to 
get all this to work. Surprises will come, but if you plan well, you develop self-
confidence, and you become flexible enough to handle those surprises.

I love the story of their first date. Both were in Boston staring at a dating 
app when they noticed a match, and Dana agreed to meet ACE two days later. 
Then she had an O-my-God moment when she realized she set up her first date 
on Valentine’s Day. She offered ACE a way out, but unsurprisingly for a guy on a 
dating app, he had no other plans that night. Incidentally, in my parish work, I 
usually keep February 14 free of any parish meetings or events because I don’t 
want to spend the evening with people who couldn’t get a date. ACE and Dana 
took advantage of the unexpected that Valentine’s Day, and here we are.

Many people get surprised by love. They don’t see it coming. You could 
meet someone tomorrow who will grab your heart.

The passage we heard today from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians is 
extremely popular at weddings. Many couples discover in Paul’s ancient words 
an eternal truth that they feel today. Their love for one person seems a prophesy 
fulfilled.

Yet, in this passage, Paul is not discussing married love; he’s describing 
Christian love. All of us Christians are to have this kind of love for one another. 
Paul contrasts love with what he calls “the greatest spiritual gifts.” You can hear 
in his words the exasperating experiences he’s had with people who considered 
themselves spiritual experts: They spoke in human and angelic tongues; they had 
the gift of prophecy; they had all faith so as to move mountains; they gave away 
everything they owned and handed over their own bodies. They showed all these 
well-planned spiritual externals, but inside, they were jealous, pompous, inflated, 
rude, self-interested, quick-tempered, brooding over injuries, and rejoicing in 
wrongdoing. They lacked the single most important gift, love. If people had that, it 
would change everything.

Some of you heard this passage on your wedding day, and you’ve seen it 
bear fruit. You have shed the externals and have rejoiced in the ever-growing 
depth of love for your partner.

ACE and Dana, you have both sustained spiritual values in your lives. And 
you have strengthened them with love. In Christian marriage, we believe that 
Christ becomes intimately part of that love. Today is your wedding, but it is also a 
first date. As you chose Valentine’s Day to begin your love, so Christ chooses 
your wedding day to partner with your married love. Your future is bound to 
embrace careful planning and unexpected surprise. Your marriage and your faith 
in Christ will help you even more. All of us look to you to help us do the same: to 
surpass our gifts with the greatest of them all, the gift of love.
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