Jared Flood & Katie Lacy

Jared and Katie have known each other a very long time. They met as kids,
grew into that boyfriend/girlfriend thing, and then went to two different colleges
with all the challenges that brings for staying in touch. When you’re used to being
in the same neighborhood and even the same school with someone you love, it’s
hard on the emotions to be in two completely different cities. But they managed
all of this and sustained a deep friendship and a live-giving love.

Among the readings Katie and Jared chose for us to hear today comes one
from the creation account in the Book of Genesis. It speaks about another couple
who came from the same neighborhood, a garden called Eden. At first, the Lord
God created just the man, which gave the Lord some companionship, but the guy
still hoped for someone else. Charmingly, God first tried pets. Maybe creating the
right animal or bird would keep the man happy. No, that wasn’t going to do it. The
man needed what the Book of Genesis called “a suitable partner.”

So God performed a daring action of intimacy, love, and challenge. Long
before the invention of anesthetics, Genesis says, “God cast a deep sleep on the
man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of [the man’s] ribs and closed up
its place with flesh. The Lord God then built up into a woman the rib that he had
taken from the man.” That worked. The man received his partner. The bible
doesn’t say how the man healed after this surgical removal of his rib, but his new
wife, to help him out, probably created the entire field of occupational therapy.

This first couple came to be in closeness of time and space. They began
their union as soon as they met within the compass of their own neighborhood
and spent a lifetime together. Jared and Katie begin their married life today many
years after they first met, and during some of those years they endured a time of
separation. Finally they are able to begin anew, to come together in one time and
one place to enjoy the “suitable partner” God created just for them.

That first couple foreshadowed other couples in many ways: God desired
their happiness. Adam especially was patient until that happiness became real.
He trusted in the Lord. God formed them both out of love. Their relationship
flourished in love. Children came as the fruit of their love.

Love often begins in a close space in a short time; but it grows across
great distances and years, and it bears fruit. Katie and Jared, as you step forward
from your wedding day, you enter paths unknown in times unforeseen. We join
you in praying that the adventure of your love will continue to grow and bear fruit,
just as God desired when he created you.



