Christopher Freese & Taylor Young

You know the story: Chris and Taylor have known each other since high
school. They started dating then, but broke it off. Eventually, though, after that
intermission, they grew up some more, found each other again, and Act Il got a
whole lot better than Act I. What a joy it is to celebrate with them today.

Taylor and Chris have a peaceful quality about themselves both as
individuals and as a couple. Their careers are devoted to helping people build
good health as individuals and helping people construct good buildings for
interrelationships. They take good care of themselves both physically and
spiritually. They exercise and watch what they eat; they are fervent in prayer with
the churches that nourished their faith. The weeks before a wedding are
supposed to be frantic, especially for the couple, but Taylor and Chris seem to
have sustained this peaceful, measured approach to bring forth the fruit of their
wedding day from the seedlings in rural lowa to a successful harvest in
downtown Kansas City.

One of the scripture readings they chose for us highlights this virtue of
peace, which obviously appeals to them both. It comes near the end of Saint
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Incidentally, Taylor and Chris, the city of Philippi,
where these Philippians lived, is in Greece—a country you may want to visit
someday. Philippi was the first city in all of Europe to receive Christianity from its
roots in Asia. Paul seems to have had a special love for the people there, and he
concludes his letter with a symphony of affection. He assures them, “The Lord is
near.” They should rejoice. They should continue to act so kindly with one
another that everyone will talk about how nice they are. When the Philippians
have needs, Paul says, “make your requests known to God,” and then, “Have no
anxiety at all.” This is the recipe: faith in the Lord, kindness to your neighbor, and
putting all anxiety in the hands of God. Here’s the result according to Saint Paul:
“Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul had worked hard to tell them what they needed
to know, so he concludes this passage with these words: “Keep on doing what
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the God of peace
will be with you.”

Chris and Taylor, anxieties are bound to arise in the future, but you have
prepared yourselves about as well as anyone can. You’ve made a slow, deliberate
consideration to choose your partner; you’ve worked hard at school and carefully
selected employment; you’ve sustained love for your families and faithfulness to
your friends; you’ve been grateful to God for the faith and love he has placed in
your hearts. You’ve followed Saint Paul’s recipe for peace, and that will sustain
you long into the future. You have also invited into your wedding Jesus Christ,
the witness to the Father and the one who will be ever present to you in a special
way as a symbol of your love.

We know the story of how you got here. Your future paths are unknown, but
the way to take them is to keep on doing what you have learned and received and
heard and seen. Then the God of peace will remain with you.



