Pentecost

This past week Bishop Johnston conferred confirmation on a group of
adult Catholics from around the diocese who missed the opportunity to receive
the sacrament earlier. The normal age for confirmation in our diocese is about
grade six, which culminates years of family preparation that we call The Way, in
which parents assist in the religious formation of their young children.
Confirmation bestows the traditional seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. Those
gifts still dwell within everyone who has been confirmed, which is a blessing
because we could use all seven of them every day.

At times envy for material gifts we lack distracts us from the joy of the
spiritual gifts we own. We forsake wisdom to buy items we really don’t need.
Instead of understanding someone’s struggles, we form harsh judgments against
them. Rather than using fortitude to face our challenges, we may succumb to
despair. When society promotes passing pleasures for the sake of financial gain,
we often lose track of the gifts of the Spirit that satisfy us more deeply.

This theme arises from today’s responsorial, verses taken from Psalm 104.
The refrain is a natural for Pentecost: “Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the
face of the earth.” We can imagine the disciples of Jesus and the mother of Jesus
gathered in the upper room after the ascension of the Lord to make this prayer for
the coming of the Spirit as Jesus had promised.

Originally, this psalm focused on the mystery of life and death in the
natural world. Surveying the world, our proclaims, “How many are your works, O
Lord! In wisdom you have made them all. The earth is full of your creatures.” Not
only is God the Creator of all we see, but God sustains what he has created.
Psalm 104 notes how creatures react: “All of these look to you to give them their
food in due season. You give it, they gather it up; you open wide your hand, they
are well filled.” All creatures need food. God provides it. They show no envy to
one another. They are grateful that God supplies what they need.

Then the psalm takes a dark turn: “You hide your face, [your creatures] are
dismayed; you take away their breath, they die, returning to the dust from which
they came.” The beauty of the world is transitory. Even the people we love, who
give the most meaning to our life, will one day die. Yet this darkness is precisely
where Psalm 104 gives us the verse that Pentecost Sunday loves so much: “You
send forth your spirit, and they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.”
When creatures die, God is not done. He continues to renew the earth.

On Pentecost, we pray for rejuvenation—new life in the world around us
and a new spirit within us. On Ash Wednesday we acknowledged our faults;
throughout Lent we died to our sin. At Easter we were reborn in Christ, and today
the Spirit comes to us anew to enliven the gifts we have received as at our
confirmation.

Today let us be less envious of the gifts of others and more grateful for the
gifts of the Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety,
and fear of the Lord. Let’s put these gifts to use for the sake of others. Then
through our own mighty deeds, the Spirit of God will renew the face of the earth.



