28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

This week Pope Leo released his first major Apostolic Exhortation, a
document that ranks just beneath an encyclical. Pope Francis had begun writing
this exhortation but left it unfinished before he died in April. Pope Leo has taken
up the pieces, added some thoughts of his own, and published Dilexi Te, which
means, “l have loved you.” It is addressed to all Christians and its topic concerns
love for the poor.

The title quotes a line from the Book of Revelation, in which the Lord
addresses an early Christian community suffering from violence and contempt.
The Lord says, “You have limited strength, and yet you have kept my word and
have not denied my name.... behold | will make [your enemies] come and fall
prostrate at your feet, and they will realize that | love you.” The exhortation
reviews biblical evidence of God’s care of the poor, highlighting the ministry of
Jesus, which included his cure of lepers, as we heard in today’s gospel—even a
Samaritan one, fulfilling the prophecy of Psalm 98 that we sang today, “The Lord
has revealed to the nations his saving power.”

Pope Leo then surveys how the Church has defended the poor throughout
our history. He quotes the fifth-century archbishop of Constantinople, St. John
Chrysostom: “give [Christ] the honor he has commanded, and let the poor benefit
from your riches. God does not need golden vessels, but golden souls.” Pope
Leo recalls the example of saints devoted to care of the poor, such as Benedict,
Francis of Assisi, Clare of Assisi, Dominic, and Katherine Drexel, who founded St.
Monica Catholic Church just a mile and a half from here.

He catalogues the social teaching of the church across the centuries—a
collection that no other organization can match. As Pope Leo urges us to face
this constant challenge to help the poor, he recalls that the poor often help us. He
writes, “Lives can actually be turned around by the realization that the poor have
much to teach us about the Gospel and its demands. By their silent witness, they
make us confront the precariousness of our existence. The elderly, for example,
by their physical frailty, remind us of our own fragility, even as we attempt to
conceal it behind our apparent prosperity and outward appearance. The poor, too,
remind us how baseless is the attitude of aggressive arrogance with which we
frequently confront life’s difficulties. They remind us how uncertain and empty
our seemingly safe and secure lives may be.”

This weekend we are encouraging our members and all visitors to make a
pledge to the diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal. Your contributions are going to
help people who otherwise cannot afford to reach their goals: the formation of
seminarians —our future priests, the education of children, support for youth and
young adults, marriage preparation, and direct help for the poor through Catholic
Charities. | encourage you to take two actions this weekend: Read Pope Leo’s
apostolic exhortation Dilexi Te to learn more about how the Church has
advocated for the poor and how we can still accomplish it today. And make a
pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal to support the important work of the
Diocese of Kansas City—St. Joseph. You’ll find an envelope in your pew. We’ll
give you a couple of minutes to fill it out or scan the QR code and make your gift
today. Thank you for bearing witness to the love we owe the poor.



