Alden Wildermood & Kirsten Moore

Alden and Kirsten, you’ve arrived at a day of discovery. For many years
each of you has been searching—not just for a partner to give you company all
the days of your life, but for something deeper. You have been searching within
yourselves for who you are, who God is, and how God is calling you to live. You
actively conducted this search. You investigated different expressions of faith
and different potential partners. You found in this cathedral an expression of faith
that resonated with the yearnings of your heart, and a particular community
where you could contribute your gifts and grow in faith.

You also found each other. When you first met at work, you had no idea
what future lay ahead for you, but you opened your hearts to another person who
shared your values and hopes. After this earnest search for companionship,
belief and purpose, you come together now to a great day of discovery. It is the
end of a long journey and the beginning of a long journey of love and happiness.
From this day forward you will continue to discover the joys of your partner and
the depth of your faith.

You embarked on this joint discovery of faith and marriage perhaps
suspecting that the two searches were related. St. Paul would agree as we learn
in his letter to the Ephesians. The passage you chose for our second reading
today blends these themes.

Paul must have witnessed beautiful marriages in his life, perhaps in the
example of his own parents. Surely he saw them sacrificing for each other, and he
discovered how beautiful human love can be.

As Paul later encountered Christ on the road to Damascus, he awakened to
a deeper longing inside himself, the search for a belief that brought better order
and purpose to his life. In experiencing Jesus of Nazareth, Paul encountered a
person of great wisdom and power—someone who loved his own followers so
much that he was willing to suffer and die for them.

Paul realized married couples do the same. He admonished husbands in
particular, “love your wives, even as Christ loved the Church and handed himself
over for her to sanctify her.” He echoes a passage from Genesis that became part
of the teaching of Jesus: When individuals leave their parents to be joined as
husband and wife, they become one flesh. Paul says this pertains to more than
marriage; it pertains to the love that Christ has for the Church.

Kirsten and Alden, you have discovered more deeply the love that Christ
has for you. He models how you are to love your partner, willing to sacrifice for
the other’s good.

My brothers and sisters, each of us holds deep longings. We are grateful
for our life, yet we search for life’s meaning. God has created each of us for a
purpose and loves each of us without end. Blessed are we when we discover that
purpose. It fills us with happiness and inspires sacrifice to improve the lives of
others. As we celebrate this day, may we each discover anew within ourselves the
presence of God and the love of Christ, who gave himself up for us all.



