
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

The second chapter of Matthew’s gospel progresses through four events: 
the visit of the Magi, the flight into Egypt, the massacre of the innocents, and the 
return from Egypt. Today’s gospel presents two of these: the flight to and return 
from Egypt. We’ll hear about the Magi next week. We usually remember the 
massacre of the innocents at daily Mass on December 28, but this year that date 
falls on a Sunday, and today’s Feast of the Holy Family replaces it. 

The visit of the Magi and presentation of their gifts must have filled Mary 
and Joseph with parental pride. Upon the departure of the three kings, Mary may 
have said to Joseph in so many words, “Well, wasn’t that nice?” 

Then things really went bad. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream to 
say, “Get up, take Jesus and Mary, go to Egypt, and stay there till I tell you.” 
Anticipating the question, “Why?” the angel explains: “Herod is going to search 
for the child to destroy him.” Egypt was part of the Roman Empire at that time, 
but outside the jurisdiction of Herod.

Here’s a trick question for you: Of all the words spoken by Joseph in the 
bible, which ones are the most famous? Can’t think of any? Then you got it right. 
The bible records no words spoken by Joseph, no direct quotation of anything he 
ever said. He could have been mute for all we know. He becomes then a shining 
example of virtue in action, taking on one family challenge after another by 
simply doing the next best thing.

Joseph’s time in Egypt leaves unanswered questions. Egypt is a big place: 
Where exactly did he go? How did he earn his living? The gospel doesn’t say. The 
angel returned as promised, to inform Joseph it was safe to go back, in these 
words: “those who sought the child’s life are dead.” The Holy Family began the 
long-desired journey home. But, at Herod’s death, his three sons gerrymandered 
his kingdom. Archelaus took Jerusalem in Judea, where Joseph had been 
heading, and he was thought to be as bad as Herod, so Joseph went to Nazareth 
in Galilee instead, where Antipas was thought to be a safer ruler. That may have 
been true at the time, but he was the one who later beheaded John the Baptist.

Joseph did what any good parent would do: He went to extremes to protect 
this child. Good parents today also go to extremes: They provide good healthcare 
to safeguard a child against illness, monitor digital devices so that children are 
not exposed to adult content, and provide positive resources such as good 
friends, prayer at church, and religious formation. Joseph is a great role model. In 
the midst of unexpected and unspeakable dangers, he patiently listened for what 
God was saying, and he stood ever prepared to change his own plans if they 
served the good of the chid.

These sections of Matthew’s gospel fittingly close this jubilee year of hope. 
2025 has marked a celebratory anniversary of the birth of Jesus. Pope Francis 
inaugurated this year inviting us to let the Incarnation of Christ develop our hope, 
and Pope Leo closes the year this week with a similar purpose. We all face 
dangers, but God yearns to protect the innocent, and we all are children of God. 
As Joseph showed us when Jesus was an infant, no matter the danger, someone 
is watching over us. We always have hope.
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